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President’s Corner by Mark Wright, Texas (wright5447@sbcglobal.net)

Happy New Year! By the time you read this, we 
will have a new group heading the PSA. Personally, I 
believe change is good. Fresh ideas and new ideas 
are what are needed to keep this organization 
moving forward. 

For good or bad, we have entered a new age. 
Information no longer trickles out of the wilderness. 
We see it on our devices in real time. New plumeria 
cultivars do not stay new for very long. In order to 
survive in this new age, we will need to adapt to 
these changing times.

I have enjoyed my time on the PSA Board and 
in various positions in the society. The last eleven 
years have been memorable. I am looking forward to 
my next phase of involvement with the PSA. I hope 
to continue to be involved in one capacity or another.

The January meeting will not be held in the 
same location we’ve been using. This meeting, and 
this meeting only, will be held at the Golf Course 
Clubhouse. This is the older building in the center of 
the park across from the zoo. Please don’t worry—if 
you have difficulty finding the Clubhouse, go to the 
normal place, the Cherie Flores Garden Pavilion. The 
Hermann Park Conservancy will have people there to 
direct you to the location of our meeting.

Another change is that for the first time, both 
PSA plant sales will be held at the same location—
the Bay Area Community Center in Clear Lake Park 
where the June sale has been held for many years.

I have always had more enjoyment doing, not 
thinking. A change to do more of the former and less 
of the latter may be more productive.

2018 PSA Calendar
January 9 (Historic Clubhouse  
6201 Hermann Drive  
Houston, Texas ..................................... meeting 

March 9 (Cherie Flores  
Garden Pavilion) ................................... meeting

May 8 (Cherie Flores  
Garden Pavilion)  .................................. meeting

June 9 (Bay Area Community Center  
Seabrook/Clear Lake) ...................Show & Sale I

July 10 (Cherie Flores  
Garden Pavilion)  .................................. meeting

July 21 (Bay Area Community Center  
Seabrook/Clear Lake) ..................Show & Sale 2

October 9 (Cherie Flores  
Garden Pavilion) ...Fall Social (potluck) & meeting

If you’re on Facebook, 
join us at

https://www.facebook.com/
groups/PlumeriaSocietyAmerica

Our page now has 2,350 members from 
all over the world. It’s a great place to 
ask a question or show off your blooms. 

Your newsletter envelope label 
has your PSA membership 
expiration date, and page 11 of 
has membership renewel 
information. Dues are $35/year.
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The Silence of the Plumerias
I cannot recall attempting a piece for our 

newsletter so very late in the year. Here it is late 
December as I gaze through my bay window ... and 
what do I not see? What about long green leathery 
leaves punctuated with huge clusters of fragrant, oh 
so fragrant, blossoms which can trigger wonderful 
memories of times gone by.

But now, spring and summer of 2017 seem so 
far away. Even our four-day/fifty-two inch rain is 
fading. My window is sporting a street and a couple 
of homes. Oh sure, there is a little green involved 
with the hardwoods, but the north wind is doing a 
number on them. Nancy loves the cool weather, and 
I long for a perpetual summer. 

OK, by now you realize why I’m not standing in 
front of the doors of Wally World ringing a bell. I 
would probably throw my bell at someone. My front 
beds where dozens of trees presented more blooms 
than ever before lie barren, looking as though giant 
rabid prairie dogs and gophers have been at war.

Now that I’ve cleared my complaint list, I will try 
to explain the title of this little story. It is not as scary 
as it sounds.

My hearing is just about gone. It would have 
been gone years ago if it were not for the 
magnificent advances made with hearing aids and 
the computers with which to program them to the 
individual. However, if my information is correct, and 
if I’m allotted enough time here on earth, 
amplification will be useless, and the next system, 
meaning a cochlear implant, is going to be quite 
different. I will hear sounds—a computer will give 
them to my brain as words, but I will have to depend 
upon memory to identify the voice. 

The problem is I find it difficult remembering 
the day of the week, anniversaries, birthdays, and of 
course, names. If you ever notice the name “Nancy” 
and a couple of dates written somewhere about my 
left hand, please understand. Seriously, my loving 
and worrying wife had us see a neurologist who had 

me working on all sorts of problems in my head. 
Nancy was sitting nearby also silently working 

on the answers along with me. I watched her run out 
of fingers and was afraid she was going to kick off 
her shoes and commence counting on her toes. 

As it turned out, my problem wasn’t as serious 
as it could have been. I was officially diagnosed as 
having “age-related short-term memory loss.” It was 
not discussed, but I think the only cure is to become 
younger. The doctor gave me an online link which 
would send me puzzles to work which might slow 
down the memory loss. This MD did not know how 
much I hate video games of any sort. No, I did not 
tell her any of this. Hey, I saw One Flew Over the 
Cuckoo’s Nest.

I’ve always noticed my memory works better 
with my flowers. Also, I’m still “fair to middlin” with 
voices in memory. I’m working on a mental project of 
putting name/voice/plumeria to as much of my 
collection as possible. When there have been 
multiple plants from the same individual only the 
favorite will be listed.

Maverick
Bette Gips (Elizabeth Thornton’s daughter) 

Japanese Lantern
John Brownlee—JB’s voice is easy for me to 
remember, because he is the first person in our 

by Emerson Willis, Texas (theplumeriaman@aol.com)
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group to scold me, and he talks a lot. (Actually, he is 
a very good friend, and many years ago I promised 
him a certain cultivar but couldn’t remember to carry 
it to our meetings. Thus the scolding.)

Grove Farm
Barbara Randolph—My mentor, friend, intro to the 
PSA, and a venerable sculptress of plumeria trees. 
Grove Farm is Nan’s favorite blossom with its grape 
Kool-Aid scent. When we brought it home in my 
utility trailer, Barbara had it perfectly pruned and 
shaped beautifully. Now that I’ve been in charge of it 
for twenty years, it resembles a ruptured albatross. 
Thank heaven I can’t mess up its wonderful scent.

Guillot’s Sunset
Oliver Ray Guillot—This legendary fellow is known to 
most on our planet as “Bud.” I’m very proud to state 

he has been my very close friend since we met at 
his home in the summer of 1994. This visit became 
a yearly occurrence which Nancy and I eagerly await. 

Celadine
Paula Furtwangler—When I first met her, it was 
concerning her Hawaiian Yellow. She later became 
president of the PSA. Paula is a very special person 
and is the personification of grace and beauty. 

Aurelia
Tex Norwood—My friends Tex and Kay of Florida 
Colors Nursery bloomed this beautiful red seedling in 
2009. Kay’s first name is Aurelia, so you know this 
plumeria has been given very high marks. Its sweet/
spicy scent is a delight. Google: Aurelia plumeria
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Roger’s Magenta
Roger Galle—A good friend in Bradenton, Florida 
gave me several cuttings of this beauty. 

Hanalei
Mark Wright—While I wanted Mark ordained “PSA 
President for Life,” he chose to serve three terms 
instead. To help with the trauma of this ordeal, I gave 
him a very nice multi-branched Hanalei. 

Mardi Gras
John Carroll—This Thornton cultivar, Mardi Gras, 
was the first plumeria, my very good friend, John 
received from me. He probably now has the largest 
collection possible of ET’s cultivars. After ET’s 
passing, he met with her children and began 
gathering every available cultivar including several 
which had never been released to the public. John 

has spent years (and is still at it) blooming and 
assuring the identity of the rarest of the rare. This 
quest of his is quite a story of its own.

More times than one, John has been mistakenly 
thought to be our son, particularly while helping us 

at PSA plant sales. I’ll take this compliment any day 
of the week. However, I’m less than five feet nine, 
and he is six feet four. If I stand way, way out in front 
of him, put on a hat tightly and close one eye, yeah, 
sure, I can see the resemblance.

Dean Conklin
German Collazos and David Holloway—These two 
fellows will have to share my memory of this large 
salmon-colored bloom. I gave both of them a rooted 
cutting at the same PSA meeting. I would like to add 
that they both comprise a very large part of our 
Society’s plant sale success.
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Egg Yolk

Sven Bors-Koefoed—Past PSA president and a long 
time friend. I bought this very nice local yellow from 
Sven’s mom at one of our sales many years ago.

I’m listing a few favorite people who have passed 
away. I hope to hear their voices again. It is also 
possible, if I do, I will not require electronic assistance. 
Gosh, just that thought makes me feel better.

Lemon Drop
Elizabeth Thornton—I am reasonably sure my 
cutting from her produced the first two cuttings for 
California. The first to Bud Guillot and the second to 
Jim Clark. A third cutting went to Henry Dupree. I 
was told later he sent it to Hawaii. Who knows?

Thank you for staying with me and giving me so 
much of your time. If you have any information you 
would care to share with me about this piece, please 
feel free to email me. I don’t do telephones so well 
(yet). Theplumeriaman@aol.com

Raspberry Sundae
Eileen Hill—I’m going to go out on a limb here and 
say Eileen’s seedling is the most popular introduction 
ever brought to bloom in the Houston area. 

Razzleberry
Thea Whitenton—Dear Thea has passed, but she 
will always be remembered for her beautiful seedling.
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by Ray Allison, TexasMy Plumeria Journey

Majestic Magenta or 
Japanese Lantern

When and how did you come across your first 
plumeria?
I was a teenager living in the Bahamas starting in 
1975. I didn’t know that these beautiful flowers/
trees were being born in Texas. Now I am addicted. 

My Dad worked for an oil company that took us out 
of Texas and to the Bahamas—talk about culture 
shock in many ways, including finding plumeria 
growing more or less wild. 

What variety was it?
Probably Celadine, which I have some now in my 
garden in Houston, but there were MANY of them, so 
not sure. 

Approximately how many plumerias do you have 
now? 
Several hundred. Some very mature. Some 
seedlings. Lost some in last year’s surprise freeze in 
Houston, but the freeze just made me get out in the 
garden and work harder repotting, trimming, etc. 
This years growth has more than replaced what was 
lost. 

Do you have a favorite plumeria? 
Yes. One I have nicknamed Majestic Magenta. 
Probably Japanese Lantern, but the label fell off 
ages ago.  

What fertilizer(s) do you use? 
I use lot of things, like I hear from so many others. 
Sometimes a diluted coffee mixture, in between 
fertilizing, and sometimes as part of the fertilizer. 
Generally a bloom booster in the early spring and 
summer, like Scotts. I typically buy all on Amazon.

The best thing I have found for delivery of fertilizer is 
a siphon device 
bought on Amazon 
that Mike Atkinson 
mentioned in a 
meeting here in 
Houston. The 
product’s name is 
Siphon Mixer from 
Grow More. It was 
less than $15 and 
has changed the way 
I fertilize forever. If 
anyone has more 
than a few plants, 
this device is a must. 

What soil mix do you use? 
I use a sandy mixture in pots most of the time. I 
don’t use vermiculite, as I hear so many use, as I 
want my soil to hold a good bit of water for our hot 
summers. I am constantly recycling soil. No exact 
mixture, but I know it, when I see it. I use and add a 
lot of Miracle-Gro® potting soil and mix it with the 
existing soil. I probably went through 30 two cubic 
foot bags last growing season. I also use ground up 
banana peels and old coffee grounds in the soil 
mixture. The plants seem to enjoy them. 

What’s your preferred rooting method? 
I use soil and a rooting hormone. Cuttings seem to 
root very well in the spring and summer. I have 
certainly heard of many other methods, but this is 
what works for me. 
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Do you protect them during the colder months of 
the year? 
Yes. Some years in Houston there are no freezes; 
some years several freezes. 

Do you need to protect them from too much 
heat/sun during the summer? 
No. Just a lot of water—many times daily watering 
is needed—and I do it by hand as I don’t have a 
watering system. It takes me about 30–45 minutes 
a day in the heat to water. But I also look at the 
plants and do other things when watering. I do put 
the younger plants under the shade of the older 
ones. 

Do you grow seedlings?  
Yes. They are fun!! I LOVE to get seeds at the PSA 
meeting or from friends and plant them in the 
spring. 

Do you graft? If so, what type of graft and 
rootstock do you prefer? 
I have not done this, but am intrigued and hope to 
learn. 

Any story about plumerias you would like to 
share?  
I love how passionate folks are about their plumeria. 
I love giving plumeria to folks that don’t know a lot 
about them and then hearing the stories over the 
years as to how amazed they are with the plants. Me 
too! 

A few of my favorite plants ... 

Adenium
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Hibiscus

Southern California Plumeria Society 
www.socalplumeriasociety.com
Meeting time:  1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
Meeting location:  Jean Farb Middle School

 4880 La Cuenta Drive
 San Diego, California

Calendar 2018
February 11 

March 11
April 7 & 8—Annual Cutting Sale—Casa del Prado, 
Balboa Park, San Diego, California
May 20
June 10
July 8
August 12
September 1 & 2—18th Annual Hawaiian 
Plumeria Festival—Casa del Prado, Balboa Park, 
San Diego, California—Plant Sale, Flower Show, 
Hawaiian Dancers and Musicians, Craft Items, and 
Food Vendors

South Coast Plumeria Society 
www.southcoastplumeriasociety.com 
Meeting time:  2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
Meeting location: United Methodist Church

 1000 South State College
 Anaheim, California 

Calendar 2018
March 4
April 15
May 6
June 3
August 5—All Things Plumeria Sale & 13th Annual 
Plumeria Show
September 9

2018 Plumeria Society 
Meetings in Southern 
California
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Caldwell Nursery
2436 Band Road, Rosenburg, Texas 77471

Phone: 281-342-4016 — email: salvia 123@emsn.com
1 mile west of Ft. Bend County Fairgrounds off Hwy. 36
(take US 59 South to Exit 36, left on 36 to Band Road)

website: www.caldwellhort.com
Great Selection of Plumeria, DAYLILLIES, ROSES, UNIQUE 

and RARE TROPICALS and OTHER PLANTS
HOURS: 9:00–5:30 MONDAY through SATURDAY
CLOSED SUNDAYS EXCEPT SPRING 11:00–4:00

OVER
       VARIETIES

OF PLUMERIAS
AVAILABLE

40

P.O. Box 9868, New Iberia, LA 70562-8868

www.stokestropicals.com
Phone: 1-800-624-9706   FAX: 1-337-365-6991

T R O P I C A L S

Southwest Fertilizer
BOB PATTERSON

5828 Bissonnet
HOUSTON, TEXAS 77081

TEL: (713) 666-1744     FAX: (713) 666-8108
VISIT US ONLINE @ YARDGEEK.COM

10% DISCOUNT for PSA Members

Sacred Garden
Frangipanis

Australia’s best range of Frangipanis
Specialist breeders, named varieties & rare species

Bare rooted plants carefully packed for
mail order worldwide

For a full color catalogue send 4 x 50¢ stamps to:
132 Silver Valley Road MS 415 Mount Garnet QLD 4872

Int. +61 7 4097 0065 Ph/Fax (07) 4097 0065

Email: prowsesa@cairns.net.au
Website: www.sacredgardenfrangipanis.com

Coachella Valley Plumeria Society 
www.cvplumeriasociety.org
Meeting time:  10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon
Meeting location:  Metropolitan Community

 32150 Candlewood Drive
 Cathedral City, California 

Calendar 2018
January 20
February 17
March 17
April 21
May 19

For more information, contact: 
Mernell Wong: 760-333-2766

June 16
September 15
October 20
November 17

Church
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http://www.thePlumeriasociety.org

Our new website is easier to navigate and to find information about plumeria care, cultivar registration, society 
news, events, and much more! Since the website is new, please check for updates and to see added features 
such as the flower identification database and a members only newsletter archive! Below is the current MEMBERS 
ONLY login and password information that will be needed to access the website’s newsletter archive.

Log in: psamember          Password: Scottpratt93
Twitter feed: @Plumeriasociety

PSA Calendar—2018

January 9 (Historic Clubhouse, 6201 Hermann  
Drive, Houston, Texas) ........................................meeting 
March 9 ............................................................meeting
May 8  ..............................................................meeting
June 9 (Bay Area Community Center  
Seabrook/Clear Lake) ................................Show & Sale I
July 10  .............................................................meeting
July 21 (Bay Area Community Center  
Seabrook/Clear Lake) ...............................Show & Sale 2
October 9 .........................Fall Social (potluck) & meeting

•	Meetings are held at Cherie Flores Garden Pavilion, 
1500 Hermann Drive, Houston, Texas. 

•	Meetings	begin	at	7:30	p.m. You’re welcome to come 
30–45 minutes before the meeting for snacks and chat.

•	We	have	a	raffle,	guest	speakers,	and	more.	

•	Non-members	are	always	welcome!

•	Bring	your	blooms.	Bring	your	friends.

•	Bring	plants,	cuttings,	etc.	for	door	prizes!	These	can	be	
anything, not just plumerias.

Joining the PSA ...
www.theplumeriasociety.org

Click on “Join the PSA” tab at the top  
of the home page.

To join by mail, select PDF.
To join online, select Online Form (Paypal).

When joining by mail, send a check to:
The Plumeria Society of America, Inc.

P.O. Box 22791 
Houston, TX 77227-2791, USA

Dues are $35 per year

When does your PSA membership expire?
Your newsletter envelope mailing label has 

your membership expiration date

Purpose of The Plumeria Society of America
1. Promote interest in and increase knowledge of plumeria 

hybridization, propagation, and culture of plumerias.

2. Share this knowledge with hobbyists interested in 
plumerias.

3. Provide a register for recording, identifying, and 
classifying by name new types and varieties of 
plumerias.

4. Encourage and unite plumeria enthusiasts around the 
globe, throughout America, and across the seas.

PSA Officers/Committee Members—2018

Mark Wright wright5447@sbcglobal.net
 President  281-438-3653

James Goodrum j_r_goodrum@yahoo.com 
 Vice President & Membership 281-799-0327 

Karen Babb kbabb4@comcast.net
 Secretary  713-721-4197

Bob Arend    arendbob@gmail.com
 Treasurer 936-321-5151 

Bryan Holland obryanholland@verizon.net
 Director 

Sofia Campbell sofia.campbell@comcast.net
 Director  713-668-5406

Trish Weeks marinertw@comcast.net
 Director  

Mark Wright wright5447@sbcglobal.net
 Registration  281-438-3653

Jeff Timme jeff.timme@gmail.com
 Webmaster 281-996-8427

 Open Position 
 Research  

Trish Weeks marinertw@comcast.net
 Publicity  

German Collazos german.collazos@toshiba.com
 Plant Sales 713-896-5500 x2539

Irene Jones ijplume@sbcglobal.net
 Newsletter 760-436-6885



Photos by Kathleen Watson, Southern California


