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Presidents Corner Feb 2025
Presidents Corner:

 What a start to a great year, the Houston area saw lows in the teens, at my house 

it was 17 degrees for over 4 hours on Jan 21st, 2025, thankfully ERCOT held up and we did not 

have the power outages like we have had in the past!  Thanks go out to Milton Pierson for 

telling me about the Sensor Push wi-fi temperature sensor, with it I was able to monitor my 

greenhouses. They stayed between 44F and 45F for a solid 3 days. Now, I just hate to see my 

natural gas usage!!!  I have been somewhat monitoring Social Media, and it appears most 

Plumeria Lovers were prepared and heeded the warnings all the news outlets were telling us 

about the temps.

Note this is an election year, we do have a staggered election cycle now, so this year the 

President, Treasurer and Directors positions are all up for grabs. The one caveat is the 

Presidents position, does require previous PSA Board service.  If you have a love of Plumeria 

and wish to see The PSA continue to do wonderful and great things, take the time to consider 

joining the Board.  It really is a labor of love!!    

We have a great year planned, Kim Orsak (VP extraordinaire) has our 2025 meetings planned 

out and we have some great speakers lined up and of course the year end Luau. 2025 will be a 

banner year.

Just a reminder our 1st meeting is just around the corner. Please bring a friend or 3.

March 23rd 2pm -4pm
Bay Area Community Center

5002 E NASA Rd 1
Seabrook, TX. 77586

Please remember to add events@theplumeriasociety.org to your email address book so you 

are receiving all our digital content!

Thank you all again for your support of the PSA.

John T. Burford 

PSA President 2024-2025

http://WWW.THEPLUMERIASOCIETY.ORG/
mailto:events@theplumeriasociety.org
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Giant Whiteflies

Plumeria Terminology.
                                                                                                   Republished from Milt Pierson

 

Many times, we are reading about plumeria or listening to a talk 
about research and find ourselves in the midst of technical terminology. 
This Care Bulletin is meant to serve as a glossary of terms that appear from 
time to time in discussions of plumeria. It covers the main plant parts 
including growing tips, flower parts, fruit (seed) and leaf parts. All 
definitions appearing here refer to use of the word in the botanical sense 
only, primarily in reference to woody plants such as plumeria.

     Cultivar. 
     A cultivated variety, 
     produced by 
     horticultural techniques. 

 

Cambium. A lateral meristem in 
most vascular plants that forms 
parallel rows of cells resulting in 
secondary tissues either as 
secondary growth or as cork.

Graft. The 
union of a                                                
piece of one 
plant to                                                   
another 
established 
plant.

http://WWW.THEPLUMERIASOCIETY.ORG/
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Inflorescence. 1. A characteristic arrangement of 
flowers and buds on a stem.  2. A flower cluster. 

                                                      

Seedling. 
A young plant that is 
grown from a seed.

Leaf scar. A scar left on a 
stem after a leaf has fallen.

Scion. A plant part (detached 
shoot or twig containing buds 
from a woody plant) inserted 
into a root stock during 
grafting.

Stem. a. The main 
ascending axis of a 
plant; a stalk or 
trunk. b. A slender 
stalk supporting or 
connecting another 
plant part, such as a 
leaf or flower.

http://WWW.THEPLUMERIASOCIETY.ORG/
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Pit Scales

Growing Friends Gardening Club

Continued on page 8 

http://WWW.THEPLUMERIASOCIETY.ORG/
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Happy New Year plumeria lovers.  

We wrapped up 2024 with putting our plumeria collection into the 

greenhouse.  The contractor finished the extension to our 

greenhouse the day before the plumerias would be dug up from the 

grove. The plastic for the extension did not arrive until late that 

same day so the plumerias were placed in the greenhouse 

unprotected from the wind. We had to wait till the end of the week 

when the winds died down to cover the extension. The plumerias 

had to be tied to the framing to keep them from blowing over from 

the winds.  Our membership helped with the covering of the 

greenhouse with plastic, then with shade cloth.  We did a pretty 

good job for none of us having any experience, it was on the job 

training.  A big thank you to our members that came out for two 
days to complete this project.

In December we had a great turn out for our annual Christmas 

Party.  The decorations were beautiful, and the food was awesome, 

no one left hungry.  We had cuttings from the grove for members, 

door prizes and a White Elephant gift exchange that always is a hit.  
Everyone is looking forward to 2025 and a great plumeria season.

Continued next page

Plumeria Society of South Texas

http://WWW.THEPLUMERIASOCIETY.ORG/
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     Plumeria Society of South Texas

After a mild December, winter is making its way to South Texas.  

The heater will be on in the greenhouse to help maintain the 

temperature.  Since we do not have electricity to the greenhouse, 

we use a propane heater for our heat source.  The tanks must be 

changed out as needed, so there is some monitoring that must 
be done during these cold spells.

The plumerias are scheduled to go back into the grove on March 

8th.  We are on a stage 3 water restrictions and as the restrictions 

are written we can only hand water plants that are in pots.  Our 

collection is planted bare rooted, and we use a drip system for 

watering.  It may be a little challenging this year.  We are hoping 

for an exemption.  I will have an update on this in the next 
newsletter.

Here are our upcoming events:

January 22nd & February 26th – General Meeting

March 8th – We will be putting the plumeria collection back into 

the grove.  Membership and volunteers are needed for this busy 
morning.

March 26th – General Meeting

April 5th – Big Bloom Sale – The South Texas Botanical Gardens 

has their annual sale, and we will have a table at the event.  We 

will mostly have cuttings from our collection and some rooted 

plumerias available for purchase.  It’s a fun event with so many 

people coming out and the Botanical Gardens has a wide 
selection of plants for purchase.

 

http://WWW.THEPLUMERIASOCIETY.ORG/
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Giant WhitefliesYou are invited to join us for our first 
meeting at Hungry’s in Rice Village. The 
meeting will be February 12, 2025. A RSVP 
is required so we can make reservations.  

During this meeting, we will catch up on 
the latest gardening news, discuss our 
goals for 2025, and welcome suggestions 
from the group to enhance our club. We 
look forward to seeing you there!  Contact 
Kim Orsak at orsak5@aol.com if you 
would like more information.

Enchanted Gardens day with Growing Friends Gardening Club

http://WWW.THEPLUMERIASOCIETY.ORG/
mailto:orsak5@aol.com
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Giant Whiteflies

2025 PSA Calendar
***All other meetings and sales will be held at the***

Bay Area Community Center
5002 E NASA Rd 1

Seabrook, TX. 77586

General Membership Open Meetings are as follows for 

2025:

March 23rd 2-4pm

May 18th 2-4pm

July 27th 2-4pm

October 12th 2-5pm (LUAU)

Our two sales are planned for:

June 21st and July 19th.

These are 9am till 1pm.

http://WWW.THEPLUMERIASOCIETY.ORG/
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Please mention the PSA Ads when 
contacting our PSA sponsors.

Fred Reyes Greenhouses. Inc.
Growers of Quality Flowering & Foliage Plants.
Also specializing in Cactus & Succulents
136 Cowhide Dr
P.O. Box 519
Simonton, TX 77476

Phone (281) 346-0008
Fax       (281) 346-0008
Cell      (281) 935-2708
Email    frnic@aol.com

http://WWW.THEPLUMERIASOCIETY.ORG/
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Domestic & Import 

Plants:
Jim Little:
NUI Plants:
Sunchai Jenakom Plants

March Plumeria Society of America INC Meeting
March 23rd 2pm -4pm

Bay Area Community Center
5002 E NASA Rd 1

Seabrook, TX. 77586

Guest speaker Former PSA President Mark Wright will be         
discussing “Rooting of Plumeria Cuttings”:

How to Root Cuttings:

  1. Obtaining your cutting

2. Preparing your cutting for rooting

3. Convincing your cutting to put out roots

4. Proper care for a newly rooted cutting
__________________________________________________________________

http://WWW.THEPLUMERIASOCIETY.ORG/


2024-2025 PSA Officers and Directors 

All Memberships renew in December of the 

previous year. 

Have you renewed yours?

Please bear with us as we improve and update our website, 
we have    decided to remove the passwords so access is easier, and we 
can provide more up to date content. Look for the unveiling in the Spring.

Thank you,

The PSA Board 

Joining the PSA...

WWW. theplumeriasociety.org

Click on“Join the PSA” tabat the top  

of the homepage.

Tojoin bymail, select PDF.
To  join online, select OnlineForm(PayPal)

Whenjoining bymail, send acheck to:  ThePlumeria

SocietyofAmerica,Inc.

P.O.Box22791  

HoustonTX77227-2791,USA

Duesare $35 per year

Purpose ofThePlumeria Society ofAmerica

1. Promoteinterest in and increaseknowledgeof plumeria  

hybridization,propagation,andculture of plumerias.

2. Sharethis knowledgewith hobbyistsinterestedin  

plumerias.

3. Providearegister for recording, identifying, and 

classifying bynamenewtypes andvarieties of 

plumerias.

4. Encourageandunite plumeria enthusiastsaroundthe  

globe,throughoutAmerica,andacrosstheseas.

President: John Burford jtburf@swbell.net                   

281-796-7185

Vice President: Kim Orsak orsak5@aol.com                 

281-844-3630

Secretary: Lori Powell lori.powell1573@gmail.com       

713-517-0683

Treasurer: Wendy Kane wendy@wendykane.net            

281-468-1839

Director: Donna Christy  deecee1111@jcorchid.com    

281-433-7129

Director: Mike Atkinson mike@uneeknet.com              

619-250-0133

Director: Lisa Meier debarber48@gmail.com               

713-205-4224

Plumeria Society of America Committee Chairs for 2024

Publicity: Lindsey Carlin

Activity: Kimberly Orsak

  Fundraising (Plant Sales): Renee Riley 

  Program (Meetings): Kimberly Orsak

  Social: Donna Christy

Membership Chair: Joan Robertson

Publication: 

  Web Page: Mike Atkinson

  Newsletter: Rebecca Cammack

Registration: Mark Wright

Research: John Burford

Scholarship – Jason Miller 

Open to all General Meetings

March 23rd 2-4pm

May 18th 2-4pm

July 27th 2-4pm

October 12th 2-5pm (LUAU)

Our two sales are planned for.

June 21st and July 19th,

These are 9am till 1pm.

Bay Area Community Center, 

5002 E NASA RD 1

Seabrook, TX. 77586

• Doors open at 1:30 and the meeting begins 
at 2:00 p.m. We will have a raffle, guest 
speakers, and more.

• Non-members are always welcome!

• Join us to learn about plumeria care and 
collecting.

• Bring plants, cuttings, etc. for door prizes! 
These can be anything, not just plumerias.

mailto:jtburf@swbell.net
mailto:orsak5@aol.com
mailto:lori.powell1573@gmail.com
mailto:wendy@wendykane.net
mailto:deecee1111@jcorchid.com
mailto:mike@uneeknet.com
mailto:debarber48@gmail.com
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