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Presidents Corner:
John T Burford
jtburf@swbell.net

WOW, is it hot enough for us all yet? 
So, I hope you all made it out for one of the GREATEST Plumeria Society of America sales ever! 
We had the highest number of volunteers ever on hand thanks to the efforts of every board 
member, other volunteers and sellers!!  Thank You, Thank You, Thank You!!  

I am looking forward to seeing you all again July 23rd!!

All sellers had the most incredible displays of Plumerias you could have imagined, from exotic 
Tai varieties to the so loved Celedine.   The PSA gained around 30 new members thanks to a 
wonderful donation of Pink and White NOIDS from Houstonian Sherri B. and John Clark.
Sherri and John donated close to 200 large Plumeria and the PSA gave each person who 
joined at the June 11th sale one. Thank you again Sherri and John! More will be available at 
our July 23rd sale!!!

Just a reminder we are a 100% volunteer organization, we are working hard behind the scenes 
to improve and streamline several processes, from membership acknowledgements to 
Cultivar Registration.  Please be on the lookout for a greatly improved and up to date website 
coming soon!!

Please add this email to your contacts, jtburf@swbell.net.  All official communication from the 
PSA will be sent from this email address.  Also, check your emails for a copy of the “My 
Plumeria Journey”.  We would love to publish your history with Plumeria.

Thank you,

John T. Burford

http://WWW.THEPLUMERIASOCIETY.ORG/
mailto:jtburf@swbell.net
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In Memory of Mary Moragne
6/25/2002 

Female with egg sac

Giant Whiteflies

Female with Egg 
Sac

Mary Moragne Cooke was a 

dear friend to all Members of 
the Plumeria Society of America 
and was an amazing friend 

and community person to 

Hawaii whom she gave so 

much. Most of you will know 

Mary by the plumeria named 

in her honor…..Mary Moragne 

the daughter to the late 

William Moragne Sr and Jean 

Sr Moragne.

http://WWW.THEPLUMERIASOCIETY.ORG/
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Grafting

The hardest part of grafting is taking that first step. 

Once you take the plunge and reap the rewards you 

will want to kick yourself for waiting so long. It's like 

having an instant life support system for your cuttings 

or tiny pieces which I will be focusing on.

No one taught me to graft.  I searched for information 

and eventually decided how I wanted to approach the 

task. The slant graft is the method I chose. I used the 

staples from the beginning but didn't have grafting 

tape so tried beige painters masking tape and it 

worked. I used it for the first year of my grafting 

endeavors and was thrilled. I use Parafilm grafting 

tape now. I like it because there is no adhesive.

Grafting by Vicki Jenkins 

The tools I use are a sharp knife with a narrow 

back. I prefer the kuhn rikon paring knife. (not 

serrated) I have a set of crock sticks handy to 

keep it sharp. I prefer 1/2” Parafilm grafting 

tape. Staples which I have shot out individually 

from an open stapler before I begin, I usually 

use 4.... a small cutting board... A spray bottle 

of alcohol for tools and plants... scissors for 

cutting tape although you can tear it apart. 

I've been using a wooden spatula to put behind 

the host plant to make the cut but found the base 

of my crock sticks was steadier when I realized I 

had failed to pack it for the demonstration.

A question that comes up often is what to use for 

root stock. I use one year (minimum) preferably 

two years or older seedlings or rooted cuttings 

from a very robust pink or white plumeria. I'm 

often asked about using Celadine and my answer 

is no. I've found it difficult to root in Houston. 

Other experienced plumeria growers share my 

opinion.

At the Plumeria Society I demonstrated grafting 

tiny pieces of Grapette and Thai Tornado on one 

seedling with two petite limbs. I like both 

Plumeria and thought the color combo would 

look good together when they mature enough to 

bloom. Both Scions were too small to root.

I made approximately a 45-degree cut on both host 

plant and scion after spraying both with alcohol. I 

put them together and secured with staples which 

had already been removed by pushing the in with 

my fingers. I usually use four staples the secure 

top, bottom ad both sides. 

Continued p5

http://WWW.THEPLUMERIASOCIETY.ORG/
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Then I use the grafting tape stretching as I go. 

Some people prefer to stretch it before they 

begin. Either way is fine.

I can usually tell within two weeks if the graft 

was successful. If you start getting leaves that's 

a good sign. If you feel softness at the graft site, 

notice this tip is dull or have buds popping out 

below the site it's time to investigate.

The Grapette graft wasn't a good connection. It 

was only attached at the top. Although there is a 

chance it would continue to grow, I felt redoing 

it was my best option, so I recut both pieces and 

reattached. As you can see from the photo, The 

second graft was successful.

http://WWW.THEPLUMERIASOCIETY.ORG/
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Do you graft? I graft I leaving three to four leaves on the scion. As a graft 
union usually takes in 7 days, the plant will benefit from the leaves. I like 
to graft in the grey area, and I stay away from grafting in the green area.

I root the seedling tops to be used for future grafting stock. In June/July 
they root quickly. I have successfully grafted a green seedpod and had it 
mature and produce viable seeds.

I lose less than 5% of the plants throughout the year, but I grow and 
graft 10%+, so I always end up with a positive outcome. Having so many 
plants, I get to see new varieties bloom every week from June through 
November. Six to seven months of growing is what we get in Texas. With 
only half a year of growing time, I strive for quantity and new varieties

Do you graft? 
By Mike Janson

http://WWW.THEPLUMERIASOCIETY.ORG/
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Brown Scale Females produce dozens of 
eggs and crawlers

Pit Scales

Some alternative grafting techniques.

Richard Criley, Emeritus Professor, University of Hawaii

PSA members recently were treated to hands-on 

demonstrations of a grafting technique known as 

speed grafting or splice grafting by Vicki Jenkins, Lisa 

Berger, and Mike Janson.  In this technique slant cuts 

(60 degrees is ideal) are made in the stock and scion, 

and the exposed faces are matched and fastened 

together.  Key to this and most other techniques is 

the two pieces need to be of the same diameter so 

that the cambium zones are in contact. They are 

held in contact by tying them tightly together with 

plastic grafting tape or, sometimes, with electrician’s 

tape. A problem with the latter (or athletic adhesive 

tape) is possible damage when the tape is removed, 

often taking bark with it.  Splice grafts can be 

performed on potted rootstocks or understocks or 

on branches of existing plumeria trees in the 

landscape.

In splice grafts the single face affords a certain 

amount of cambial contact.  A technique known as 

wedge grafting affords somewhat more contact and 

potential for a solid union.  It is a little more 

challenging to make two cuts to form a wedge with 

similar length faces.  The wedge cuts also have 

several variants: besides the normal V-shaped base 

to the scion, the cuts can be reversed.  A single bud 

taken from the side of a stem can replace the tip of 

the understock stem using a wedge cut.  A wedge 

can be cut down the side of a stem and a scion with 

unequal wedge faces inserted in the cut; this is less 

common for plumeria because of the thickness of 

the stems.

Why graft when plumeria roots readily as a cutting?  

Some plumeria varieties do not root readily.  

Sometimes you want to rescue a piece of a plant 

that doesn’t have much left to it, and the few inches 

of tip may be all you have to work with.

Grafting can give you a faster result because one 

part is already rooted.  For some collectors with 

limited space, having more than one variety on an 

established tree allows more diversity in the 

collection. And don’t forget the bragging rights.

One of the first persons to demonstrate plumeria 

grafting in the U.S. was Ampol Orrungro.  The 

technique had long been used in Thailand by 

nurserymen.   The first set of photos 

accompanying this article were taken during a 

demonstration of his wedge grafting technique.

In this photo, the plumeria shows the 

incompatibility between the rootstock and the 

scion that was grafted onto it.   This can be 

considered objectionable by purists and used as 

an argument against grafting.   It is also possible 

that the union may be weak and subject to 

breaking in strong winds or if nudged by 

machinery

http://WWW.THEPLUMERIASOCIETY.ORG/


WWW.THEPLUMERIASOCIETY.ORG| JULY   2022 PAGE 8

Ampol demonstrates his grafting technique: The 
top is removed from a recently rooted understock. 
A wedge-shaped cut is made about 1-1/2 inches 
deep.  The scion has been selected to match the 
understock diameter and maturity and a similar 
wedge is made at its base. A good fit is shown by 
no gaps between stock and scion.

Following tying the graft union, the scion can be 
anchored to a stake and then covered with a plastic 
bag to prevent drying out.  Small leaves can remain on 
the scion; large ones should be removed.

Grafting tools of different types 
make cuts that can perfectly 
match in the stock and the scion. 
Just flip it over to make the 
opposite cut.  Some plumerians 
have crafted their own tools to 

make matched cuts.

http://WWW.THEPLUMERIASOCIETY.ORG/
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The wedge-shaped scion fits the 
wedge-shaped cut made by the 
grafting tool. It is held in place by 
grafting tape or wide rubber grafting 
bands.  This technique can be used on 
potted rootstocks or on branches of 
trees. In the latter, a splint made of a 
poly pipe cut in half lengthwise can 
support the scion while it heals.

Without a grafting tool, this fruit cutting 
tool can be impressed on a stock or scion 
to show where you can use your knife to 
make cuts that will match.                                                  

Wedge grafts can be made using 
pieces of a stem. Left: a 3-inch 
scion with normal wedge cut. 
Middle: an inverted wedge graft. 
Right: Two wedge cuts on an 
interstock. One can see already that 
the interstock is not going to grow 
as much as the understock – a sign 
of some incompatibility.  It is always 
well to know the vigor of the two 
parts of the combination to avoid 
over-growth of the scion by the 
understock or vice-versa.
Another technique practiced in 
Thailand to gain more plants from a 
single length of stem is the single 
bud graft.

http://WWW.THEPLUMERIASOCIETY.ORG/
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Please mention the PSA Ads when 
contacting Our PSA sponsors.

Fred Reyes Greenhouses. Inc.
Growers of Quality Flowering & Foliage Plants.
Also specializing in Cactus & Succulents
136 Cowhide Dr
P.O. Box 519
Simonton, TX 77476

Phone (281) 346-0008
Fax       (281) 346-0008
Cell      (281) 935-2708
Email    frnic@aol.com

Excise a single 
bud by a wedge-
shaped cut.

Insert bud into 
a similar 
wedge-shaped 
cut at the top 
of the stem.

Using grafting 
rubber bands 
anchored by pins 
thrust into the 
stem, cover the 
bud tightly.  
Remove when 
bud shows signs 
of expansion.

Single bud graft 
after 8 weeks

http://WWW.THEPLUMERIASOCIETY.ORG/
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The PSA is proud to announce  Jungle Jacks in addition to all our 
New Sponsors. Please mention these ads when you purchase 

from them all!

Danny's Plumeria

Advise: Support: Information

& Plant Sales: Shipping and Pick Up

Visit the Hundreds of Mature Ground 

Grown Trees in San Diego

dnkashou@gmail.com

Follow us on IG and Facebook 

@dannys_plumeria

Danny Kashou FB

619-518-3356

Enchanted Gardens

Specializing in Adendum and Plumeria
6420 FM 359 Richmond TX 77406
(281) 341-1206 or (832) 519-6192

peggymay@enchanted.com
www.myenchanted.com

http://WWW.THEPLUMERIASOCIETY.ORG/
mailto:dnkashou@gmail.com
mailto:peggymay@enchanted.com


2022 PSA Officers and Directors

2022 PSACalendar

March8th .............ZOOMmeeting and in-personmeeting

May10th ...............ZOOMmeetingand in-personmeeting 

June11th ..........................Show&Sale I—Clear Lake

July 12th..............ZOOMmeeting and in-personmeeting 

July 23rd .............................Show&Sale2—ClearLake

October11th ...........ZOOMmeeting and in-personmeeting

• Meetings areheldat CherieFloresGardenPavilion,  

1500 HermannDrive,Houston, Texas.

• Meetings begin at 7:00 p.m. You’rewelcometo come 

30–45 minutesbeforethemeeting forsnacksandchat.

• We have a raffle, guest speakers, and more.

• Non-members are always welcome!

• Join us to learn about plumeria care and collecting.

• Bring plants, cuttings, etc. for door prizes! These can be

anything,not just plumerias.

Whendoes your PSAmembership expire?
Your newsletter envelope mailing label has  

your membershipexpiration date.

http://www.thePlumeriasociety.org

Ournewwebsiteis easierto navigateand to find information about plumeria care, cultivar registration, society news, events, 
andmuch more! Since the website is new, please check for updates and to see added features suchastheflower
identificationdatabaseandamembersonlynewsletterarchive!Belowis thecurrent M  e  m  b  e   rs O       n   l          y loginandpassword
informationthatwill beneededtoaccessthewebsite’snewsletterarchive.

Login:psamember Password:Scottpratt93
Twitter feed:@Plumeriasociety

Joining the PSA...

www.thepluiasociety.org

Click on“Join the PSA” tab at the top  

of the homepage.

Tojoin bymail, select PDF.

Tojoin online, select OnlineForm(Paypal).

Whenjoining bymail, send acheck to:  

ThePlumeriaSocietyofAmerica,Inc.

P.O.Box22791  

HoustonTX77227-2791, USA

Duesare $35 per year

Purpose ofThePlumeria Society ofAmerica

1. Promoteinterest in and increaseknowledgeof plumeria  

hybridization,propagation,andculture of plumerias.

2. Sharethis knowledgewith hobbyistsinterestedin  

plumerias.

3. Providearegister for recording, identifying, and 

classifying bynamenewtypes andvarieties of 

plumerias.

4. Encourageandunite plumeria enthusiastsaroundthe  

globe,throughoutAmerica,andacrosstheseas.

2022 PSA Officers and Directors

John T. Burford                                   Jtburf@swbell.net 

President 281-796-7185

Lisa Berger                   MyPrettyCutter@yahoo.com

Vice President 713-560-3808

Lori Powell lori.powell1573@gmail.com

Secretary 713-517-0683

Wendy Kane psatreasurerusa@gmail.com

Treasurer 281-468-1839

Joan Robertson pegasu21@yahoo.com

Membership 281-239-5851

Danny Kashou dnkashou@gmail.com

Director 619-596-8427

Mike Kennedy fishjunky103@yahoo.com

Director 409-771-0308

Donna  Christy                                           DeeCee1111@jcorchid.com

Director                                                                                     281-433-7129

Mark Wright slwmwwtogether@comcast.net

Registration 281-438-3653

Paula Furtwangler plumerialady@gmail.com

Publicity 281-579-3237

Renee Riley renee11riley@yahoo.com

Director, Plant Sales 713-485-9652

http://www.theplumeriasociety.org/
http://www.theplumeriasociety.org/
mailto:lori.powell1573@gmail.com
mailto:dnkashou@gmail.com

