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Plumeria Flower Display and Sale
Sﬂtlll'dﬂy, J]]ly 17 By Jerry Hurlbert, Chair

We’re having a plumeria flower dis- Clear Lake Park is located on the north
play in conjunction with the last plumeria side of Clear Lake. For those unfamiliar
sale of the year. These two events will take with the Clear Lake area, here are the direc-
place in the new air-conditioned Bay Area tions to the sale from the Gulf Freeway
Community Center in Clear Lake Park, (Interstate 45 South). Travel south on I-45
which is across the street from where we from downtown Houston and exit at Nasa
held last year’s sale. Road 1. Turn left and travel through Web-

ster until you see the Space Center Houston
and Johnson Space Center. Continue past
the Hilton Hotel on the right and cross a

Are you tired of looking at pictures of
plumeria flowers and want to see the
blooms up close? This is your chance.
There will be arrangements of blooms from
registered cultivars displayed on the stage
at our next sale. Although touching the
displays is not allowed, you can smell the
tantalizing fragrances of the various culti-
vars. Members who have registered plants
in bloom are asked to bring blossoms in
arrangements or individual flowers that
we’ll float in champagne glasses filled with
water. The names of all of the blooms will
be written on a card next to the displays.
We’re also looking for individuals skilled in

calligraphy to write the names of the

(4. eral years ago in Puerto Rico by Harry Leuzinger.
281-648-3502 to volunteer. Note the shiny spoon-shaped leaves...

Hermann Dr.,

n Houston. The sale is from 9:30 AM-3:00 PM
= unless we run out of plants. It is recom- short bridge. You are now in Clear Lake
mended that you come early for the best Park. Turn left at the first signal light past
selections. You may want to arrive at 8:00 the bndge The sale is in the Communj[y
AM and help your fellow members move Center building at the back of the park.
plants from the parking lot into the build- Customers should park in the left parking
ing. During the moving process, you’ll be lot. See you there!
able to inspect and pre-select plants.

Anyone with
'_é'trf.‘.ntérest in
bl_umérias is

invitedtoat- § EE In This Issu

tend. -
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Research Committee Report - July 1999

The research committee members are con-
tinuing to collect data on projects that are al-
ready in progress. I will provide photos and a
complete description of the grafting procedure
that appears most successful on the web site
this fall. If possible, it will also appear here in
the Plumeria Potpourri. We are also working
on updating a reference list to include as many
of the publications that mention Plumeria as
possible. We are finding that Plumeria have
been used in medicine for many years and may
prove to be useful in modern medicine as well!

The summer field data collection season is
underway on the Plumeria pollination research
project partially funding by the PSA. We have
granted $2000 for this Ph.D. project and look
forward to the results. We will have a full re-
port when the project is complete.

I can always use input and ideas from oth-

rs. If you can help, either write to me via e-
mail at miltonp@ruf.rice.edu or to the Plumeria
Society of America, Inc., Research Committee,
P.O. Box 22791, Houston, Texas 77227-2791
or at my home address 5254 Stillbrooke Dr.
Houston, TX 77096-6200, or phone 713-728-
2413. The data collected will be presented in a
future PSA newsletter and added to our World
Wide Web site located at:

http://www.ruf.rice.edu/~miltonp/plumeria/

The procedural details of each project are
located in the PSA WWW site. If you would
like to participate in any of these projects,
please let me know and we will share ideas. I
am also forever open to suggestions about new
areas to research.

By Milton Pierson

PLUMERIA OF THE MONTH

This month’s selected Plumeria of the
Month is Plumeria c.v. ‘Puu Kahea’, the 8th in
a series. In the past, I have presented Plume-
ria cultivars ‘Pandora’, ‘Guillot’s Sunset’,
‘Dwarf Singapore Pink’, ‘Jeannie Moragne’,
‘Kimo’, ‘Aztec Gold’ and ‘Grove Farm’.

Due to the popularity of this insert, it will con-
tinue in future issues and past issues are now
available in Adobe PDF format on our web
site. These documents can be viewed with the
free software “Acrobat Reader” from Adobe.
A link to the Acrobat download site is provided
as well.

I would like to thank those of you who have
generously provided photographs of named
Plumeria cultivars to continue this color insert
page. We should be able to continue this color
page well into the future.

f__ﬁémgl: area, members
10n- Houston places




Rambling — 1999

If this article seems to wander, it is because my
pencil has not touched paper for quite a while,
therefore, we have a bit of catching up to do.

To bring new members up to speed, please al-
low me to explain my position. My wife, Nancy
and I maintain a home with a plumeria collection in
the Houston Area, but we frequently travel the con-
tinental United States in our motorhome: the back
of which sports a huge vinyl graphic of the show-
stopping ‘Mary Moragne’ under which is printed
“Nan and the Plumeria Man”. We spend time in
the winter in the Florida Keys where I have been
(for several years) planting quality reds and rain-
bows to supplement the nice
pinks, whites, and yellows
that were established long
ago. Early spring finds us
in southern California trading
hard-to-find Houston culti-
vars for beautiful west coast
varieties. Everywhere we
go, I promote the Society and
our trees of color. For some
reason, I am also the public-
ity chairman for our PSA.

This past winter gave me
the opportunity to see dam-
age wrought by last summers
hurricane “Georges” upon
the Middle Keys of Florida.
Quite a bit of repair has been completed, of course,
but it’s difficult to repair a 25 ft. tall frangipani that
has disappeared. Many trees were knocked down
and the owners didn’t seem to know the survival
rate is very good if they are pulled upright, staked,
and tied. Many tons of good wood went into the
chippers. The grounds-keeper of a huge estate on
Sugarloaf Key did stake up many large trees.

Since salt water covered the entire place, it will be
interesting to see the outcome. '

Key West fared much better. By the way, I'm
proud to say I managed two plantings in downtown

This is Plumeria cv. 'Guillot’s Sunset’. 1t has been grown
in California now for almost 50 years by
former Texan O. R. ‘Bud’ Guillot...

__Plumeria Potpourri

By Emerson Willis

Key West. An old restored conch-house on a cor-
ner lot now sports an ‘Intense Rainbow’ in the front
and a ‘Hilo Beauty’ in the back.

I gave a talk and slide presentation for the Mara-
thon, Florida Garden Club. It seemed well re-
ceived .. almost everyone remained awake! 1 also
donated a copy of the Eggenberger’s Handbook on
Plumeria Culture to their library along with a half-
dozen ‘Guillot’s Sunsets’ for door prizes.

A few years ago, a lady on the ocean side of
Marathon gave me a cutting from her irreplaceable
wine-colored frangipani. The storm devastated her
property, so next trip to Florida, I'm taking her cut-
ting back to her. She’ll be so
surprised. This is the perfect
example of the saying “if you
care: share”. Let’s don’t go
overboard on this, however.

I have a few plants in my col-
lection that are not wired to
my “care” switch yet.

Our trip to southern Cali-
fornia was extra special this
spring. Our first stop, as
usual, was Chula Vista (San
Diego area). Nancy didn’t
break any bones this time.
Without walkers, canes,
crutches, or cast, we felt like
ballet dancers.

We met Henry Dupree and his lovely wife, Julia,
of Spring Valley, California. Henry is the President
of the Plumeria Society of Southern California of
which I am proud to say I'm a charter member. At-
tending their regular meetings may be a bit difficult.
Henry and I did some serious trading. He’s quite
knowledgeable about plumerias, but maybe I will be
also when I reach my 90th birthday. Henry took us
to Lakeside, California to meet Carl and Joy Herzog
who have a home high on a hill. You drive up, up,
and up. When we passed ‘Nosebleed Avenue’, I
figured we were just about there. The Herzog’s are




He to_ok me

with him to
help prune
his brother-
in-law’s

trees.

I, of

course, vol-
unteered to
haul off the

debris...”

Rambling, continued

(Continued from page 3)

a most personable, gracious couple with
a beautiful home, and a breath-taking
view, but oh the plumerias!  Tier af-
ter tier of countless trees on the hillside.
How I wish I had the talent to describe
to you what I saw and felt. I found

myself strolling through the frangipani,
picking up macadamia nuts. Oh yes,
macadamia trees also.

After a week, Nancy and I drove
our RV to a-;great park m Newport

where our éﬁ“@d._frlends “Bud” and Vi
Guillot live. For our new readers, al-

low me tqexplmh this is the man who
has been cuinvanng the raglstcred

in-law’s trees. I, of course, volun-
teered to haul off the debris.
visited Kay Smith of Orange, Califor-
nia. I had spoken with her many times
on the phone, so it was a real treat to
meet her. She has a very large collec-
tion of named trees and some eye-
catching seedlings to boot.

No hills, mountains, or deserts in
sight now. I’'m at home sitting in my
recliner trying to write, occasionally
gazing out the window at my collection.
It’s late in June and we have had show-
ers every day for what seems like
months. This is very unusual for our
part of the country. It’s usually dry as
a bone unless something tropical is
brewing. My trees are, and have been
blooming profusely. Some are actually
growing too fast. This doesn’t include
my plants that are mature enough to
bloom on four to six inch tips. It’s
nice when Mother Nature and Father

We also

Time work together on a project.

Last year, I learned a little about
grafting. One early spring afternoon, I
found a tiny green tip broken from a
‘Samoan Fluff’ cutting. I grafted this
3” tip to a larger ‘Slaughter Pink’ seed-
ling rootstock. Now a little over a
year later, the tip has grown over 147,
the leaves are among my largest, and its
going to-bloom shortly. I'm attempt-
inga “Lemon j)rop this season.

Puzzlement’s:

% My braconids (good bugs)
_ are eating my lady bugs

‘also good bugs).

‘The bloom stems on my
nine-year-old “Celadine’
e almost as large as the
ranches of my nine-year-
old ‘Kaneohe Sunburst’.
- In closing, allow me to thank you
for staying with me thus far. We obvi-
ously share a common interest. Let us
hear from you. Write a piece for your
newsletter. We want to know how it
goes in New Zealand, Puerto Rico, Ja-
pan, the Netherlands, Thailand, Canada,
Italy, New York, Washington, Massa-
chusetts, Arizona, California, and all
points in between.

59%&?4-0% Wwﬁw

281/471-3641
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Summer is the time for maximum plumeria flower-
ing in the northern hemisphere. Plumeria will bloom
profusely if a few of the plant's basic needs are met. The
three most important being sunlight, water and fertilizer.
These requirements are few and can be easily achieved
by the average plumeria enthusiast. Plumeria plants need
at least 6 to 8 hours of direct or nearly direct sunlight to
bloom strongly. If a plant does not receive enough light,
it will tend to grow toward the light, adding soft vegeta-
tive growth which will likely be thinner in diameter and
weaker than desired. Plumeria do not bloom well if at all
in the shade.

Water is very important to actively growing plume-
ria. Without enough water, plu-
meria tend to go into a state of
suspended animation or dor-
mancy. They may even abort
flower stalks in an effort to re-
duce water loss. However, on
the opposite end, plumeria do
not want too much water, espe-
cially standing water on their
roots. Wet feet for more than a
very few days may cause root
rot, which may lead to eventual
total plant loss. Unfortunately,
the obvious symptom of too
much or not enough water,

Plumeria Care Bulletin
Summer Flowering and Care for Plumeria

July, 1993

By Milt Pierson

number, N) should be relatively low. Too much nitrogen
will enhance vegetative growth at the expense of flowers.
Potassium (the last number, K) helps to produce a strong
plant. This element needs to be present for a healthy
plant, but maybe not as much as P. Commercial products
that meet the fertility needs of NPK for plumeria are
'Super Bloom' and 'BR-61'. These foods should be fed to
plumeria plants according to label directions every other
week or at least once a month during the active growing
season of April through August.

There are a host of other elements essential for plant
growth and health. These include iron, magnesium, man-
ganese, copper, boron, molybdenum, calcium, and sulfur
to mention a few. The element
magnesium is central to the
chlorophyll molecule in plants,
which makes them green and
does the work of producing
plant sugars from carbon diox-
ide and water. It is therefore
quite necessary and can be fed
to plumeria by adding 1 tea-
spoon of Epsom salt
(MgS04-7H20) per gallon of
water at either feeding time or
watering time. -

The task of watering can
be greatly reduced if plumeria

Close-up of Plumeria pudica ‘Bride's Bouquet. Flowers
are star-shaped and have a small yellow eye.
This species flowers are white and have no fragrance.

droopy leaves, is the same for

: 5 : are either planted directly in
either condition. Before watering P 4

the ground or in pots sunk into

a plumeria it is wise to check the
top few inches of soil for mois-
ture. If dry, then go ahead and water. The proper soil is
critical for optimum plumeria growth and flowering, A
good soil is one that allows water to fully penetrate, re-
tains plenty of moisture for a number of days, while at
the same time drains excess water quickly. There are
many good prepackaged soils available meeting these
specifications.

The third important factor in getting plumeria to
bloom and grow healthily is fertilizer used in conjunction
with the aforementioned good soil and proper watering
schedule. When feeding plumeria for flowers, it is best
to use a product with a high phosphorous (the middle
number, P) content. This element helps to make flowers
larger and more abundant. The nitrogen content (the first

flower beds. In fact, plumeria
in pots in the ground probably get much of their food and
water from surrounding soil after their roots have grown
beyond the confines of the original container. The prob-
lem of water loss during long hot summer days can be
further reduced by adding a layer of mulch to plants in |
the ground and doing the same for plants in pots. Not |
only will the mulch help reduce water loss, but it will
keep soil from splashing up on the trunk, minimizing the
possibility of soil born disease on your plants, and it
helps to protect tender feeder roots near the soil surface |
from the heat of the sun.

Taking the small amount of time and effort to pro-
vide your plumeria with the basic needs will reward you
with many months of beautiful flowers. Summer is truly
the season for plumeria lovers.
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Membership costs only $15.00 per year.
Send your name, mailing address, phone num-
ber and a check to the address on the back page.

IMPORTANT
MEETING
NOTICE !

By Jerry Hurlbert

There will be a short meeting cov-
ering table assignments and changes to
the rules governing the next plumeria
plant sale. This meeting will be held in
the Azalea Room after the General
Meeting on July 13™. All members who
plan to sell plants at the July 17" Plant
Sale must attend.

Jerry Hurlbert, Plant Sale Chair

T

Plumerias in Print

SEEN! The Norwegian Way (magazine/
brochure, The Norwegian Cruise Line CARIB-
BEAN cruises: October 1998—March 2000. Pink
Plumeria tree in corner of magazine overlooking a
beautiful bay in the Caribbean. (Magazine can be
procured from any travel agency.)

SEEN! The River Palm Hotel and Casino in
Laughlin, Nevada. Dining room where buffets are
served on the river level has PLUMERIA CAR-
PET on the floor, as discovered by ‘Bud’ Guillot,
and attested by Emerson and Nancy Willis.

SEEN! Thanks to Emerson Willis the above
two sightings. Where have you seen plumerias
around you?? It’s your turn...

SEEN! TV commercial for upcoming movie
Runaway Bride. Julia Roberts is seen wearing
Plumeria lei headband. Flowers are Celadine-
like. Watch for it on a television near you.

SEEN! Deer Park Broadcaster neighborhood
newspaper, June 9, 1999. Front page article Plu-
merias catch in La Porte tells residents about Em-
erson & Nancy Willis’s love affair with plumerias.
Complete with a photo (b&w) of Lemon Drop.
Also tells about upcoming PSA Sales.

SEEN! Diners Club bill insert for Hilton Ho-
tels and American Airlines. There is a picture of a
glass of champagne with yellow and pink plumeria
blossoms floating in the glass under a palm branch.
Guess they don't know plumeria are poisonous.
Thanks once again to Larry and Ann Adams.
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International Committee Report

The PSA Internet site is still being discovered and
visited by hundreds of people each month. In addition to
questions about Plumeria culture, I often receive letters
of excitement and praise for the information provided
here. The letters and e-mail often come from people
who are new to growing Plumeria and need vital infor-
mation on the care and culture of these lovely plants.
Our goal has been to help others to successfully grow
Plumeria in all parts of the world by sharmg&almﬁf

Web site has now enjoyed over 14@@0 visits smcééggomg
online in 1996. This represents a largcgm”ferest in the
specific topic of Plumeria! ‘1 continue to encourage any-
one with questions or comments about the culture of Plu-
meria to e-mail them to me. The issues brought up often
apply to many people, so we share the questions and an-
swers here in this column. These questions and com-
ments come frorwmany areas (ﬁ‘ the US and indeed the

world. This month I continue to share a cross section of

the questions and comments and the answers that were
provided. I make an honest attempt to answer all corre-
spondence quickly and accurately to the best of my abil-
ity. Hopefully the questions raised and answered here
will help you further your knowledge of Plumeria and
increase your ability to care for them. You may direct
questions to me via e-mail at miltonp@ruf.rice.edu and
look for answers within the pages of our World Wide
Web site; '

http://www.ruf.rice.edu/~miltonp/plumeria/

There may be many of you without e-mail or Inter-
net access. | would be happy to answer questions for
you as well. Simply write your questions addressed to
me at Milton L. Pierson 5254 Stillbrooke Dr. Houston,
TX 77096-6200 or call at 713-728-2413. “Answers will
be provided in a timely fashion which in some cases.can
be critical to the survival of your Plumeria plants.

Q:

Subject: Sick Plumeria

As a relative newcomer to Plumeria, I am experi-
encing difficulty with my beautiful Plumeria and hope
you can help me. The leaves of my plant have started to
turn a mottled yellow, then brown, then fall off. I have
not done anything different to my plant. It has been in
the same spot and had previously thrived. The plant con-
tinues to put out new foliage as this happens. Do you

a-.

By Milton Pierson

have any suggestions? None of the plant's symptoms seem
to fit any of the pest/disease descriptions I've found.
Thank you in advance. - Lisa

Dear Lisa,

Your Plumeria may be responding to our extremely

~hot summer we have had in Texas this year. If it is only

the lower leaves, then do not worry. It is normal for Plu-
meria to begin dropping some of their older leaves in
August. If more leaves than the bottom ones are falling,

- then _onu will need to see if anything toxic to the plant has

been sprayed in your neighborhood recently. A lady in
Houston noted that she lost Plumeria leaves whenever the
city fogged for mosquitoes. I'have not seen this at my

place but it could happen. F{ope I've been helpful - Milr

" Subject: PLUM_ERIA

Thanks a lot for answering my inquiry last month
about getting my Plumeria to bloom. If patience is what it
takes, I'll try it.

The fertilizer I'm using, Flower Magic, has the
analysis 9-18-9, so I guess it's OK. Per the supplier's in-
stmctlons, I have it dissolved in the water I use to water
the plant so it gets fertilizer regularly. I also spray the fo-
liage with the same enriched water.

The next important question I have has to do with pot
size. My two- year-old plant has grown well this summer
and is about 30" tall. It's in a pot that is-about 10" in di-
ameter and equally deep. Is this OK? I'think I'd like to
have the plant max out at about three to four feet tall be-
cause of weight. and spacefconmderanons (for wintering
indoors). ‘What pot size should I plan on for this size Plu-
meria? (I guess I'll have to plan on root pruning every

sprmg per. the instructions-on the PSA web site.)

~ Thanksiin advance for your generous advice. - Sin-
érely, Lionel’

Dear Lionel,

Your Plumeria is in a perfect sized pot for now. If
you want to restrict growth, then do not even root prune
in the spring. This will slow the growth somewhat, but
you will have to water more often during active growth if
you restrict the Plumeria to a smaller pot. This worth a

“July 1999
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International Committee Report, continued

try however if you want a smaller plant. Otherwise, Plu-
meria are normally a tree and will grow towards that size
if given ample room. Cheers, - Milt

Q:

Subject: plumerias

Several weeks ago I sent a money order in the
amount of $15.00 for membership in the PSA. I hope
you received it and I an indeed a member of your soci-
ety.

I would like any information tips or procedures on
cross-pollinating. I have a manual from the county exten-
sion agent in Hawaii but I have had no success at all.

I am still not sure just where the pollen and the pistil
are located. Any light you could shed on hybridiza-
tion will be appreciated. Thanks. - John ;

A:
Dear John,

Welcome to the Plume-
ria Society! I am sure our
membership person has .
received your money .
order. Because we are
a volunteer organiza-
tion, things like re-
sponses don't always get
sent in as timely a fashion as we .
would like. Cross-pollinating is a very difficult
thing to do with Plumeria because of the flower design. I
have not been successful at Plumeria pollination. I do not
know the exact name of the reference you have, but if it
has either Jim Little or Richard Criley's names on it,
then it will likely be the best available on this topic. An-
other good reference is in American Horticulturist: April
1991 p. 16-21. This article is by Criley and Little and
describes how Bill Moragne made his Plumeria hybrids.
I hope this is useful. Sincerely, - Milt

Q:

Subject: plumerias

Just wanted to let you know that the advice you gave
me on transporting a plant via airplane helped out tre-
mendously. The plant made it in one piece and is now
thriving. It's doubled the number of leaves it had when I
took it to my grandmother and she is just thrilled. I'm
having a problem now with the largest of the plumerias
that I have. I noticed several weeks ago that the stalk was

starting to turn brown towards the bottom and little by lit-
tle it was working it's way up the entire plant. This plant
is about 6 feet tall and has been the only one to flower for
years. It desperately needed repotting into a larger pot and
so I did this immediately. The stalk is still brown and the
leaves are a little wilty but it is still growing new leaves
every day. Do you know what is wrong and what course
of action I should take with this plant? I tried looking on
the web site for some information but didn't see anything
described that looked like the problem that I am having.
Thanks again for your help. - Kim

Az

Hi Kim, It sounds like sunburn on the trunk of your
Plumeria. Did it recently get exposed to more sun on the

trunk than before? This is rarely fatal for a Plume-

ria, but may add character to your plant
in the form of a permanent scar. I
have a number of Plumeria that
have this and they seem to be
just fine. - Milr

Subject: Sick Plumeria

.. I thought perhaps you

" could advise me on a Plu-

° meria problem. My plant's

"> leaves have silvery-white
spots. What is this? Any help

you can give would be greatly appreci-

ated. Sharon

Az

Hi Sharon,

Silvery white spots can be caused by sunburn if a Plu-
meria is grown for a while in a low light area then moved
to full sun. I have this on a bunch of Plumeria that I
moved a month ago, but not to worry, the plants will sur-
vive fine, New leaves will grow in the full sun and not
burn. Have I answered your question? Let me know. Sin-
cerely, - Milr

Q:

Subject: Sick Plumeria

Thank you for getting back to me Milt. I didn't move
my Plumeria from low light to bright light. It's been in
the same place--on an east-facing window--all along, but
perhaps since it has been so hot and sunny (with little

(Continued on page 9)
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International Committee Report, continued

rain) here in NY that the Plumeria has been getting a bit
too much sun. What do you think? It doesn't seem to be
dying, however, a few leaves have yellowed and I've
removed them. This is perhaps normal molting. Do you
think I should move the Plumeria?

Thank you for your help, - Sharon

Az

Sharon, I think you can leave the Plumeria where it
is and watch it for any signs of rapid leaf drop before
dormancy time. Misting the leaves with water periodi-
cally may be helpful to keep the humidity higher and
keep them clean. Good luck with your Plumeria. - Milf

Q:

Subject: Pruning to branch

I found your site after a search on
the web. I hope I can get you to
answer a question for me. I
have a white and a pink that I
did not get into the sun
early enough this spring
to induce flower
spikes. Can they be
pinched back or pruned
to induce branching so
they do not become too ==
leggy? 1 have enjoyed the
PSA web site very much and have
found it quite informative.

Thank you for your anticipated answer. - John

Az

Dear John,

I just returned from an out of town trip so apologize
for the late reply. I do not suggest pinching Plumeria
tips. This will force branching, but will delay flowering
by a year or 2. It may be best to place your plants in the
sun as soon as possible next year and hope for blooms.
After blooming, Plumeria will branch naturally and give
a more symmetric tree. Then, a year or so later, you can
make a cutting of this branched treetop and plant it as a
multi-branched Plumeria plant. Hope this helps. If I can
be of further assistance, please let me know. Sincerely, -
Milt ;

Subject: Pruning to branch

Unfortunately the deed is already done and the
sprouts are starting to emerge. Unfortunately living in a
condo I don't have enough sun or outside space to get all
the plants in the sun as soon as I should. Should I change
the type of food from SUPER BLOOM to something
higher in nitrogen to stimulate more rapid green growth?

Thanks again for your response & information - John

A:

Hi John,

I do not think it necessary to change fertilizer, but
you can stick to something like 20-20-20 with trace ele-
ments to stimulate growth, but be careful not to over do
it. Maybe use the fertilizer at half strength. We are sort of

late in the season now so you may want to fertilize
once more this year, then wait to feed
again in the spring when growth re-
sumes. Cheers, - Milt

Hi, how are you doing?
After successfully moving
" (again) from Phoenix to
- Charlotte, NC, a wind-
~7~. storm knocked one of my
=%g=_ large common yellow
~ plants down and broke off
2 stems. Attempting a new
rooting method, I immediately
dusted it with rooting powder and allowed
them to dry for a week. I'm also trying something new by
using glass jars to root them in (more sun, more heat?).
The question is, do you think trying to root them (August
16th) is too far into the season to root and do you think I
should just set them aside for next spring?

Also, after all these years of never using one, I de-
cided to buy a water moisture meter. Do you have any
idea if they want to go all the way to dry before watering
or stay somewhere in the middle?

Thanks, - Becky
Az
Dear Becky,

Hi. It is good to hear from you. I think it would be
best to go ahead and try to root your cuttings now. You
may have to give them special care and keep warm when
temperatures begin to drop at night this fall and winter.

(Continued on page 11)
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June Plant Sale News

The June plumeria plant sale at the Hermann Park
Garden Center was one of our more successful sales even
though thunderstorms in the Houston area discouraged
customers. This weather condition resulted in somewhat
less revenue for the Plumeria Society to fund endow-
ments, research projects, and functions. However, there
is more than one way to measure a successful plant sale.

All members of the society should express their grati-
tude to the volunteers who willingly donated their time to
make our sale a success. This volunteerism started even
before the sale began. As everyone knows, good public-
ity is the key to a successful sale Emerson'Willis con-

garden shows on the radio ___to tell them about our fund
raising event. However, the publicity effort doesn’t stop
there. Bruce and Teresa Rankin made sure the custom-
ers could find the sale once in Hermann Park. They spent
the extra time in the summer heat and hun.udxty placing

our sale signs in the park directing customers to the sale
site. Some members who were not selling plants showed
up early and helped unload plants. There’s a lot of work
involved in moving the plants from the parking lot to the
respective sales tables. Their support was a tremendous
help in getting the sale started on time.

These volunteers experienced the satisfaction that
comes from helping others. In return, they were able to
gain access to the building before the sale began. I won-
der if they found that special plant they were looking for?

Have you ever noticed how some people do things so
efficiently that it seems to take almost no effort on their
part? I would like to point out two people in our society
with this trait. They are Jim Hill and Mary Lee Lanik.
It is fascinating to observe them work as cashiers. They
spend the entire day collecting the money for our plants
without any complaints from them or our customers,
They do this job with such efficiency one could almost
take them for granted. I appreciate these people very
much because I know being a cashier at one of these sales
is very stressful.

I would also like to mention another not so obvious
part of the cashiers’ team. That is Eileen Hill and E. J.
Lanik. They are a very important part of the cashier
team because of the support they give their spouses.

Jerry Hurlbert, Chair

These two people spend all day at their sales tables while
Jim and Mary Lee are cashiering. Think of what they
miss by having no one to relieve them--things like taking
a break when they get tired or want to socialize with other
people in the room. They also give up the opportunity to
look over other sales tables to locate that special plumeria
they have desired.

Do you know Fred Yoder? He raised over twenty
(20) seedlings to donate to new members that joined the
Plumeria Society the day of our plant sale. He not only
gave his seedlings away, but also told the new members a
little about the plant they had just acquired and gave them
advice on how to care for it. The people were thrilled
with their new,ése,edlmgs and thp information they re-
ceived.

I watched Fred as he sat at the front door giving
away his young seedlings one at a time knowing the bit-
tersweet feeling one feels when one gives away a seed-
ling. After all, yon may have given away a beautiful new
variety. Then the other side of giving is you make some-
one very happy.

I became concerned watching Fred’s seedlings dwin-
dle that he would run out of plants before we ran out of
new members. When he had only a few seedlings left,
several plants showed up on his table. Weldon Mayse
donated some of his plants to be sure each new member
received a gift plant. How lucky we are to have generous
people such as these in our society

Next, I want to talk about our greeters/solicitors.
You may have noticed four of our members having a
great time at the front door. It was a lot of fun being
around Kathryn Gehbauer, Susan Burden, Mary Sue
Lockler and Linda Litt. That is because not only did
they make the people coming in feel welcomed, but also
they were able to convince many of those people to join
the Plumeria Society. Our society has grown by twenty-
eight new members because of their efforts. They may
have “sold” more memberships than some tables sold
plants

[

On a closing note I would like to say: “It is people
like these that make me proud to be a member of the Plu-

meria Society.




Plumeria Potpourri

Through- ‘ \@}

out this publication,

you've seen these new pictures. % .
They are but a few of the new f£ 3 &«
“happening” things going on at our Below is the “Banner Picture” @}
new web site. Under the guidance from the PSA’s new WWW site. %
of Linda Litt, the PSA is getting a At this time I don’t know who took

“New Look” for our little corner of the picture or who's flowers they were,

the World Wide Web. but keep up the good work!!!

Much work remains to be done, but the first peeks look
promising. We will be migrating the information from
the current site—ably maintained by Milt Pierson since
it’s inception many years ago—to the new site over the
coming weeks. The new address will be:
http://www.ThePlumeriaSociety.org
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Plumeria Society Web Site

You can find additional information concerning The Plumeria Society of America and culture of

Plumeria plants on the World Wide Web at the following address:
http://www.ruf.rice.edu/~miltonp/plumeria/

These pages contain information on the following:
A listing of all currently registered cultivars
Cultural tips and hints for raising plumeria plants

PLEASE COPY THIS PAGE - GIVE TO YOUR FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS WHO ARE INTERESTED IN PLOMERIAS
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Plumeria ‘PUU KAHEA’

By Milton L. Pierson

The Plumeria ¢.v. ‘Puu Kahea’, also known as
‘O'Sullivan’ and ‘Fiesta’, was officially registered
in the 1980s as one of the original 51 named
cultivars to be registered by the Plumeria Society of
America, Inc. Richard Eggenberger suggests that
‘Puu Kahea’ is one of the spectacular hybrids
developed through open pollination of Plumeria
rubra forma acuminata and P. rubra. Both the seed
parent and the pollen parent are unknown. ‘Puu
Kahea’ is a brilliant yellow flowered plumeria with
strong red bands on both front and back. The
flowers average 4.5" (11.5 cm) in diameter. The
color on top is basically yellow becoming pale
toward the upper left with a red-purple stripe on the
right. Viewed from the bottom, the left side is red-
purple and the lower right is yellow. This yellow
becomes pale yellow to white for the balance of the
petal. The flower texture is moderate with a good
keeping quality. The tendency to fade is slight.

Petal type is narrow
elliptical, slightly
overlapping with a
pointed tip. Fragrance
1s lemon and intensity
of fragrance is mild.
Leaves are green and
have a rigid texture.
They are oblanceolate
in shape with an
acuminate tip and
average 34.5 cm in
length and 11.5 cm
wide. Leaf petioles
are green.

The plant is deciduous
with an upright, dense growth habit. Branching is
described as fair to good. It’s tendency to set seed
is average.

Fig. 1. Photo of an entire
inflorescence. (Photo
by Glen Stokes)

Fig. 2. Photo of an entire inflorescence. One of thirty-seven pictures taken at the Dean Conklin
Plumeria Garden at Honolulu Botanical Garden's Koko Crater Garden with the Sony DSC-F55
camera. (Photo by a member of the University of Hawaii Botany faculty. Posted on the internet.)
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