The Plumeria Society of America Inc.

Plumeria
Potpourri

May 1998

The program

for the

May

meeting of the

Plumeria Soci-

ety of America

is “The
FPlumeria.”

gram

Exotic
Pro-
Chair

Mike Welbes

has arranged

for us to see two

videos

at this

meeting. The

first was pro-

duced b
Bunch

Alan

who has

a Plumeria

nursery in

Sessner.

Florida The

video features

from

and

video is from
recent

Yard tour.
5 a  dr

chance to s

Plumeria in the

landscape.

da
PSA
This
eat

Message from the

President
Richard A. Miller

The May publication of the Plumeria Pot-
pourri marks the beginning of a new year
for the Plumeria Society of America. |t
promises to be a very exciting year for all
of our members as our society reaches out
to become a truly national and interna-
tional organization promoting Plumeria re-
search and education. Our goal is to con-
tinually strive to share knowledge about
Plumeria and to always be vigilant in
searching for improved, -

Program:

Next Meeting

Date: Tuesday May 12, 1998

Time: 7:30 PM

Place: Hermann Park Garden Center,
1500 Hermann Park Drive

“The Exotic Plumeria”

One of the Iong range goals of 1he SOCI-
ety is to publish a booklet with pictures
and descriptions of all the registered
Plumeria. The Registration Committee
has just begun to compile the information
and pictures for publication of this book.
Still to be determined is the format and
design as well as the financial arrange-
ments.

growing techniques and cul- A long range goal of the Society is . We should all have

tivars.

initial stages of developing
a process for forming locak

. to publish a booklet with pictures our Plumeria out in the
The society is now in the and descriptions of all the regis- 5" DY
tered Plumenia cultivars.

now. Our
weather has been un-
Seasonably warm in

Plumeria Society chapters anywhere in the
world. Col. Bob Buebe and his committee
are putting the finishing touches on a pro-
cess that will make it possible for Plumeria
growers to organize and create local
Plumeria society chapters under the aus-
pices of the Plumeria Society of America.

We are also excited at the progress of the
Registration Committee chaired by Sven
Bors-Koefoed in recognizing and adding
worthwhile new cultivars to the official
Registry of Plumeria Cultivars. This reg-
istry is compiled by the Plumeria Society
of America, Inc., which is recognized as
the International Registration Authority for
Plumerias.

We hope you are enjoying the color pic-
tures and descriptions of registered culti-
vars which are being published in the
newsletter.

the South this past winter, with no hard
freezes at my house in the southeast
Houston area. It should be a great year for
Plumeria flowers. | am somewhat reas-
sured every year as my plants green up
and leaf out. Can beautiful, fragrant
blooms be far behind? I think not!

We believe this will be a great year for
the growth of our society. Our new Board
of Directors is set and working to make the
public aware of what great plants Plume-
ria really are.

| would like to take this opportunity to
welcome our board and particularly the
new members.

| will be trying to do the best job | know
how as President of the Plumeria Society
of America. Please let me know if there is
anything | can do to help any of our
members.
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Plumeria Plant Sale 1998

Barbara Randolph, Chair

The Plumeria Society of America will
sponsor two plant sales again this year. The
purpose of these sales is to generate rev-
enue for the Society through Plumeria sales
by members who have an oversupply of
Plumeria in their gardens. In retumn, the
Board is requiring all sale participants to
support the mission of the Society by serv-
ing on a committee during 1998, as well as
assisting the cashier during the sale. Sales
revenue distribution is 20% to the Plumeria
society and 80% to the member. All sales
go through the Plumeria Society cashier's
table.

The first sale will be held from 10:00 AM
until 3:00 PM Saturday, June 13, 1998 at
the Hermann Park Garden Center. The sec-
ond sale will be Saturday, July 11, 1998, at
the White Top Pavilion at Clear Lake Park,
5001 NASA Road 1 in Seabrook from 10:00
AM until 3:00 PM.

All active members (minimum one year
membership with current dues and having
attended three meetings during the past
year) who are interested in selling plants
may volunteer for a committee and reserve

a table at the May 12 meeting. Information
and tagging instructions packets will be
available that evening. Registration dead-
lines for the sales are June 1 and July 1. If
you have any questions, please contact Bar-
bara Randolph @ 281-648-3502.
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Plumeria Society WWW Site

You can find additional information conceming the Plumeria Society of America o
and Plumeria culture on the world wide information web at: be a

hitp//www.ruf.rice.edu/~miltonp/Plumeria/

Check the webpage for the following:
A list of all currently registered cuitivars
The rules for registration of new cultivars

Cultural tips and hints
Plumeria sources
The history and organization of the
Plumeria Society of America
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Winter Wonderland - 1997/1998

by Emerson Willis

‘El Nino’ tried his best to take the sparkle out of the
Florida Keys this past winter and failed miserably.
Our annual trip is gauged by how many times | don
long pants. Six times in ten weeks isn't bad. My wife
Nancy wears her loosey-

cuttings from each tree. it will be interesting to learn
what each one is. After | took the cuttings, | asked if |
could have a few from the other trees. The son was
taken aback for he had not realized there were nine

more trees in a row behind the

goosey, senorita dresses
come rain or come shine.

tennis courts that had not es-

So this is the picture: an over-fed, shirt- | ...cq Nancy's eagle eye.

Friends of ours in old town | /ess, pale primate with a rag on his head, | For the fourth year, | have

Key West are restoring an
historic 130-year old home.

up a tree with a bow saw, hacking
merrily away!!

placed many named reds and
rainbows with locals.. free..

They wanted off-street park-
ing but this required moving a large Plumeria. Let
me explain about Key West parking in January and
February. It is my understanding, duels are still
being fought over primo parking spots! Back to my
story .. who would be more qualified to dig up a tree
than a card-carrying frangipaniac from Zone 9?2?72 (it
was understood going in, | would be allowed to plant
a Moragne hybrid of my choice on the other side of
the house which also faces a busy street.) The day
was very warm and | had no sweat band, so Nancy
cut a beach towel in strips and pinned a section
around my head to keep my hearing-aids dry.

So this is the picture: an over-fed, shirtiess, pale
primate with a rag on his head, up a tree with a bow
saw, hacking merrily away!! Every 15 minutes a
“Conch Train” loaded with tourists would roll past.
Oh well, Key West is famous for its weird sights.
Several neighbors commented on the perfumed
blossoms of this tree. Of course they were given all
the cuttings they wanted. | hope they are viable,
because they are pencil-thin and hard as steel.

| removed one large topping and pruned the tree
down to about 14 feet. Digging and chopping, | was
finally able to knock the tree down. Its root-ball was
almost exclusively surface roots. This tree at one
time had a beautiful shape, but it has been shaded
for years by an even larger Plumeria on one side
and a fan palm on the other. The topping and the
tree were trucked to Big Pine Key and replanted. Big
Pine is the only island with a deer population. They
eat anything they can reach, however, they will not
be able to reach the fenced young branches this
time. After two years of planting seedlings on this
island, it finally dawned on me what was happening.
| have a few named cultivars established there, but
they are behind chain-link fences.

A gracious gentleman invited Nancy and me on a
tour of his late father's huge, gated estate on Sugar-
loaf Key. His dad loved plants, particularly Plume-
rias. At the end of the main road leading into the
property, years ago, he planted six in a circle with
one in the middle. | was allowed to take a few

_ ——

but with the understanding
they plant them so they are visible from the street.
South Florida already has plenty of pinks, yellows,
and whites.

| rarely meet someone with a large Plumeria who
planted it personally. A fellow in Marathon (Key Vaca)
has a towering 40’ pink he bought in Homestead,
Florida 30 years ago. He commercially smokes fish
with buttonwood, and when the wind is just right, the
smoke passes throughout the tree. Its bark is very
dark, almost black, but otherwise healthy as can be.

Also on Marathon, | found a white with a few
wintertime blooms. The huge flowers are quite like
the ‘Sherman’ except the scent is stronger and the
keeping quality is astounding.

Two years ago, | gave a friend in Islamorada a
three-year old ‘Jeannie Moragne’. As you read this, it
is blooming for the third season and amazing every-
one. For example, the Domino fellow almost dropped
his pizza when he saw it. Now bear in mind this is an
area where Plumerias are commonplace. The main
road into this subdivision has a landscaped median.
Even a few Plumeria were planted. There have been
a few extra special ones slipped in | assure you. The
trees I've planted throughout the Keys are treated
every winter with time-release fertilizer.

The back of our motorhome is sporting a large oval
(30" X 507 vinyl graphic (photo) of the ‘Mary Mor-
agne”. Under the picture, is printed “Nan and the
Plumeria Man”. It's amazing how much attention our
coach draws... many automobile drivers wave to us
when they pass. I'm not sure, but | think the hand sign
for Plumeria is a raised finger. | see this quite often
while motoring.

Nancy and | tour the entire nation. | travel with a
pocketful of seeds, a few cuttings, a photo album,
and a case of “The Handbook on Plumeria Culture”
by the Eggenberger’s. If we're anywhere near you,
we’ll call if you want. The problem is | don’t know who
or where you are. If you would like to visit or talk with
someone who speaks fluent “frangipani”, write or call.
My address is 402 South 3rd Street, LaPorte, TX
77571, and phone number is 281-471-3641.




: LUMERIA POTPOURRI

Quotes and Notes from Coast to Coast- and Beyond!
by Richard Miller

with a single cutting in her window in
Anchorage, Alaska, and now plans
her own Plumeria plantation.

Patricia Sama, gift shop manager for
Mont’s Botanical Gardens of West
{ Palm Beach, Florida is looking for a
source for purchasing “The Handbook
of Plumeria Culture®, by Richard and
Helen Eggenberger and any other
publications on Plumeria. (See
“Winter Wonderiand” on page 3)

Shirley Osdale of Norwalk, Califor-
nia, sent a beautiful picture of her 32
year old white Plumeria Singapore
tree in full bloom outside her home as
did Rebecca Croye of Colonial
Heights, Virginia.

Ed Rising of Maurice, Louisiana -
writes with questions about seed pods §
on his ‘Yellow Jack’ Plumeria. He is&g
concermned about how to collect his
seeds and how and when to plant
them.. (See next article)

Satha Suesatcha of Thailand wrote
for information on registration and
membership.

Mrs. Jack W. Nicklaus of North Palm
Beach, Florida writes for membership
information.

Jennifer Stafford of Santa Barbara,
California informs us she has 40 plus
Plumeria plants and has been growing
them since the early 1980's starting

Plumeria Seeds and Seedlings

condensed from
Plumeria Research Bulletin Volume 5, Number 2

Growing Plumeria from seed can be quite reward- the soil and the papery wing left protruding
ing provided you have the patience to allow for the above the soil line. After planting, water gently
3 to 5 year wait for blooms. Growing from seed is so0 as to not wash the seeds from the soil.

the only way to produce new and different cultivars. Another method that works very well and is
Plumeria seeds are easy to germinate and will grow used by local Houston experts is as follows.
with a minimum of care. In fact, growing Plumeria First, the Plumeria seeds are placed between
from seed is the least expensive way to increase two layers of g wet temry cloth and allowed to
your collection. plump by absorbing water. The seeds that do
A very important and often overiooked fact is that not plump are probably not viable and should
if a Plumeria is grown from seed, then it is a be discarded. The seeds then can be planted
seedling, NOT the original cultivar. Even if the in soil as above after a 24 soak in this man-
flowers look like the parent plant’s flowers and ner, or left between the sheets until they
share the same fragrance, a seedling is still a sprout a root. In either case, they will need
seedling! careful monitoring until the cotyledons (seed

Plumeria seeds form when a flower is pollinated leaves) have emerged from the seed sheath.
whether by the wind (self pollination) or by an You may have to moisten the new seedling
animal, be it thrip, moth, butterfly, hummingbird or with a spray mist bottle and gently remove the
human. After pollination, a seed pod will begin to sheath to expose the cotyledons. If you do not
grow. These are usually twin-lobed affairs that look moisten the seed, you will most likely break
rather like fat propeller blades. The seed pod the root off! Within a few days, the seedling
(follicle) will require 8-9 months to mature. In the will produce its first true leaf.
spring you may wrap the seed pod loosely in Plumeria seeds are best started in a sterile
cheesecloth or women'’s nylons to prevent the dis- soil mix, then, transplanted to a mixture suit-
persal of the seeds when the pod becomes ripe, able for mature plants after 3-4 true leaves
dries and opens up. The key here is to catch the have developed. Feed monthly after trans-
seeds and allow for good air circulation around the planting with a balanced ferilizer such as
ripening follicle. 20-20-20 for the first 1 or 2 years of active

Plumeria seeds can be planted directly in soil as if growth. Do not let seedlings go dormant their
they had dropped to the ground from a tree. this first winter. Treat seedlings as adult Plumeria
means that the plump end should be plunged into after the first full growing season.
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The internet continues to be a great
tool to share information for The Plumeria
Society of America, Inc. As host of the
web site I still get a sizable volume of
electronic mail correspondence. My goal is
to answer all correspondence quickly and
accurately to the best of my ability. These
questions and comments come from many
areas of the US and indeed the world. In
this column, I continue to share a cross
section of the questions and comments and
the answers that were provided. Hopefully
the questions raised and answered here will
help you further your knowledge of Plume-
ria and mcrease your ability to care for
them wherever on the Earth you reside.

You may direct questions to me via e-mail
at miltonp@ruf rice.edu if answers cannot
be found within the pages of our World
Wide Web site;
http://www .ruf .rice.edu/~miltonp/Plume-
ria/

Q: Hello,

I visited your site and am thrilled with all
the information. I have a plant I started
from a cutting I took when I left Hawaii. (It
doesn't look anything like the Plant I had in
my yard while I was living there.!!!) It's
about 3 feet tall with leaves, no branches
and has never bloomed!! It's almost 5 years
old. I live in Canada so it's a houseplant
only. If I follow the care nstructions is
there hope for my plant? Also I wanted to
do a cutting but can I since there are no
branches? If you have the time I would
greatly appreciate it. I've been waiting a
long time to smell Plumerias in my home!
sincerely,

Hilda Fussy

A: Dear Hilda,

Thanks for the note. Can you put your
Plumeria outside even for 2 or 3 months?
Your Plumeria(s) will really enjoy the time
outside while the weather permits. Because
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International Committee Report
by Milton Pierson

of your location, inside growing is also
recommended under strong grow lights at
both ends of the growing period. You will
still need to allow the Plumeria to go dor-
mant for a few months in the winter when
no light or water are needed. My sister in
Red Oak, Iowa has a few Plumeria that she
puts out for the summer months as does a
friend near Des Moines, IA. That natural
water of the rain seems to do a world of
good as does the natural sunlight. Good
Growing!

Q: Ihave a Plumeria that I've raised from
seed. I just recently discovered the Plume-
ria Society webpage, and would like to
transplant my Plumeria into another con-
tainer based on your recommendations.

This moming I tried to buy the products
you listed: bark mulch, calcined clay,
sheep manure, sharp sand, bone
meal,.. Problem: I went to an autoparts
store and did not find calcined clay. I did,
however, find a product called Ultrasorb
which consists of amorphous diatoma-
ceous earth and crystalline silica in varying
amounts. This product is used to clean up
oil spills on the driveway, etc. Is this
similar to calcined clay? If not, what is the
calcined clay that you use? Also, I could
not find sheep manure. Would chicken
manure be similar? [ appreciate your

reply.

A: Dear M.A. Askins,
The calcined clay 1 referred to looks more
like Kitty Litter and may be the same stuff.
If you cannot find calcined clay then I
would suggest using a product called Soil
Pro 400 which is available in Houston. If
this is not available, then either pumice or
coarse perlite can be used. The purpose of
this additive is to keep the soil more porous
so that water drams good. Also, the porous
nature of the particles will also retain wa-
(Continued on page 7)
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Research Committee Y
Report ‘\ / A

Milton Pierson, Chair

(miltonp@ruf.rice.edu)

Membership Report
Mary Sue Lockler, Chair

This month, the research committee is continuing
on projects that are already in progress as well as
expanding some to include more Plumeria cultivars.
Data collection will continue on projects began in
earlier years, including bud grafting, limb grafting,
girdling prior to taking cuttings, and a seedling study.
New data is in for the seedling study began in 1995
by Bill McGahen. Unfortunately, | will not have time
to present this data until the July newsletter. Some
very interesting trends have began to appear.

A Plumeria grower in southermn California has suc-
cessfully grafted 'hard to root' Plumeria cuttings onto
more vigorous rootstock. In a nutshell, he has taken
a 6 inch tip cutting approximately 1 inch in diameter
and put onto a 6 inch tall stub of rootstock, 2 inches
in diameter.

The piece was held in place with a yarn like string.
It is interesting to note that it was not necessary to
align the cambium layers in the 2 pieces to make a
successful union. | have a picture and will soon have
it posted on the web and will include more informa-
tion in the next issue.

In addition to including this information in the PSA
newsletter, | hope to continue to add information as it
is uncovered to our World WideWeb site located at;

http://www.ruf.rice.edu/~miltonp/
Plumeria/

The procedural details of each pro-
ject are located in the PSA WWW
site. If you would like to participate in
any of these projects, please let me
know and we will share ideas. | am
also forever open to suggestions
about new areas to research.

Beginning with the March 1998 issue
of The Plumeria Potpourri, | have
prepared a color insert containing
color pictures and information about a
selected "Plumeria of the Month".
Last month "Pandora” was featured,
this month we have Plumeria c.v.
"Guillot's Sunset”. These are a sam-
ple of the type of information | hope to
present. This insert will continue in
future issues.

We welcome the following new Houston members

to the Plumeria Society of America:

Donald Bedell
Ray Cosgrove

New members from further afield are:
Jimmie Asayama from Yorba Linda, CA
Marilee Beam from Harbor City, CA
Raymond Rittenhouse from Spring Hill,
Bl
Glen Schuberg from Cararillo, CA
Karen Shea from El Toro, CA
Mike Semna from Yorba Linda, CA
Rebecca Cloyde from Colonial Heights
VA
Bert Klein from Germany
Jill Simpson from Ridgewood, NJ
Kay Smith from Orange, CA
Jean-Philippe Gonzales from France
Bill Woistman from Santa Ana, CA

Please remember that since we have added a
January meeting, all future dues will be due when
the new year begins in January.




International Report

(Continued from page 5)

ter and nutrients for the plant roots to absorb and
allow oxygen to percolate through the root zone.
If sheep manure is not available, I suggest com-
posted cow (or steer) manure as the second
choice. I do not have experience with chicken
manure, but if it is well composted, it should
work as well. The idea is to get a slow release
natural organic fertilizer mto the soil mix. Ihope
this helps.

Q: Subject: Re: Vol. 2 No 1 Plumeria Care
Bulletin

Calcined Clay (as "Oil Dry" is not known at this
time here in LA. I have called feed stores, nurs-
eries, and stores like Orchard and Home depot
and no one knows what Calcined Clay is. Do you
have a suggestions as to where I might find it? or
if not is there another product or additive that will
do as well?

A: Dear John,

The calcined clay I referred to looks more like
Kitty Litter and may be the same stuff. I have
found it at our local Hi-Lo Auto Parts Store. If
you cannot find calcined clay then I would sug-
gest using a product called Soil Pro 400 which is
available in Houston. If this is not available, then
either pumice (1/8 to 1/4 inch particles) or coarse
perlite can be used. I think pumice is readily
available in garden centers in your area. Actually,
Pumice might be my first choice if it were avail-
able in Houston. The purpose of this additive is to
keep the soil more porous so that water drains
good. Also, the porous nature of the particles will
help retain water and nutrients for the plant roots
to absorb and allow oxygen to percolate through

Future Meeting Dates of |
the Plumeria Society of |

America
July 14, 1998

October 13, 1998
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the root zone. If sheep manure is not available, I sugg
composted cow (or steer) manure as the second choice. I do
not have experience with chicken manure, but if it is well
composted, it should work as well. The idea is to get a slow
release natural organic fertilizer imto Th soil mix. I hope
this helps.

Q: I live in central NY, and was wondering if there is any
way to keep Plumeria as a houseplant ? Would it still go
dormant if kept indoors all the time? If its possible to keep
them indoors, do you have any suggestions for varieties
which would tolerate this? The info I found on the Plumeria
society web page seemed dedicated to putting the tree out for
the summer, and then in a cool place for winter. I live in an
apartment and don't have a cool place to store a dormant
tree.

Thanks for any information!

Kelly

"Candle? What candle? I don't see any candle, it's too——
—(expletive deleted) dark in here!"

A: Dear Kelly,

Sorry for not responding sooner. Most if not all Plumeria

will need a rest period of 1 or 2 months in the winter, even if

they are growing under tropical conditions. Therefore, I

would suspect that a Plumeria grown as a houseplant would

probably lose its leaves in the winter. This shouldn't pose a
(Continued on page 8)
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(Continued from page 7)
problem anyway. The storage for winter does not need
to be cool. The reason that a cool place is suggested is
because Plumeria can tolerate a cool dry place in the
winter. This saves on the heating bills as long as the
temperature remains above freezing in the storage loca-
tion. If you want to grow a Plumeria as a houseplant,
you must provide it with as much direct sunlight as
possible. You may want to consider strong grow lights
also. Plumeria growers in Canada and Alaska need to
use grow lights to extend the growing period on both
ends of summer. Most Plumernia
varieties should do equally well |
as a houseplant if given adequate
light and ventilation during the
growth period. 1 would suggest
trying a few of the comma or less
expensive Plumeria to try out. If you
are successful with these then migrate to
some of the more exciting named
cultivars! I hope this answers your
questions. Let me know if I can
be of more assistance.

Q: Are there any guidelines for
growing Plumeria in zone 10--S.
Florida? I would appreciate any and
all information. Thanks in advance. Judy P.S.
Someone told me that Plumeria grows wild here—is that
true? Judy Hedgelon

A: Dear Judy,

I do not have any personal experience m zone 10,
however, I would guess that Plumeria can be grown
year around in the landscape. They will probably go
dormant and lose their leaves during the winter months.
While actively growing, a fertilizer high in Phosphorous
can be sprinkled on the ground out to the dripline of the
tree 3 or 4 times during the growing season to promote
flowering. I do not think there are any native Florida
Plumeria, however, like many other plants, if the condi-
tions are right and a plant gets loose, it may grow as a
wild plant and spread by seed to new areas. Hope this
is helpful.

Q: I am sending this e-mail for a friend... she is
unfamiliar with the intemet and I am unfamiliar with

the Plumeria. The question we would like to ask of
you is: "What would be the proper way of getting a
cutting from an existing Plumeria and what type of
care would be needed to msure that it take root and
bloom?" Thanks, Sharon

A: Hi,
I suggest making a cutting between 12 and 18 inches
in length. Make sure the cut in gray wood, not new
green growth. Use a clean sharp knife or pruners.
, Trim all the leaves off except the tiny ones
{at the growing tip. Set the cutting aside in
a dry shaded area for approximately one
week (just like you would for cactus and
other succulents). After a week, dip
the cut end into a rooting powder
"™, then pot up in a very loose
soil mix, (50% pumice or
perlite) water well and place
in a warm sunny location and
water sparingly until new
leaves begin to grow and open. You
may choose to gently tie the cutting to a
bamboo stake placed alongside the cutting in
the pot for greater stability until roots have
formed. Once active leaf growth has begun,
water and fertilize as any other Plumeria. The
new plant may take 2 years to produce it's
own blooms.
Good luck!

Simcerely,
Milt

Send correspondence to

The Plumeria Society of America
Inc.
P.O. Box 22791
Houston, Texas 77227-2791




Plumeria GUILLOT’S SUNSET

by Milton L. Pierson and Bud Guillot

The Plumeria c.v. Guillot’s Sunset,
officially registered in 1997, is one of the
most recent of named cultivars to be added
to the list of officially registered Plumeria
by the Plumeria Society of America, Inc.
While it is new to the registry, Bud Guillot
has been growing this plant for 48 years. He
purchased the original cutting at a war
surplus store in 1950 from supplies shipped
in from the Philippines.

Color; Multi color; dark orange in the
center gradually fades out as it comes up

the petals and is completely faded out 1/3 of
the way up the petal. There is a 1/64 inch
wide ribbon of very dark red in exact center
of each petal starting deep in the center of
the blossom and fading out at the same spot
as the orange color fades out. A dark peach
color on the right 1/2 side of each petal
fades to a light creamy peach on the left side
of the petal. There is also a very narrow
border of dark peach on the extreme left
edge of each petal.

Fig. 1. Individual floret viewed
from the front. (Photo by
Bud Guillot)
Looking at the back side; Left 1/3 of each
petal is dark red and fades to almost pure
white on right 1/3 of each petal.

Stem part; Dark mahogany red.

The richness of color varies based on
amount of fertilizer each plant gets.
Blossoms can get as much as 3 shades richer
and darker color by proper use of fertilizer.




