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The program
for the March
meeting of the
Plumeria Soci-
ety of America
is “Springtime
Plumeria Care."
A panel of local
Plumeria expert
growers will dis-
cuss and an-
swer questions
concerning the
proper way to
bring your
Plumeria out of
their winter dor-
mancy. Topics
will include re-
potting, replant-
ing, sun and
water require-
ments. what to
do with those
B0 ke
branches and
winter cuttings,
and how to care
for seed pods

that are still on

the plants.

Message from the

President
E.J. Lanik

We are patiently waiting for spring so we
can get our plants out of storage in the
Houston area. So far, this winter has been
unusually rainy and warm. However, some
of our coldest weather comes in February
and March. Again, patience is the byword.

Tom SoRelle, our newsletter editor, and
his committee are trying an experiment
with this edition of our newsletter. We are
including a colored picture of a Plumeria
with a brief description as a centerfold for
you to accumulate in your photo file. This
Plumeria Potpourri addition will feature the
now extinct Pandora. Let us hear from you
if you think this is a good idea, Depending
on your response, our plan is to include a
centerfold page of a registered Plumeria in
future additions as colored pictures suit-
able for scanning become available. Col-

Next Meeting
Tuesday March 10, 1998
7:30 PM :
Place: Hermann Park Garden Center,
1500 Hermann Park Drive
Program: Springtime Plumeria Care

Date:
Time:

wide web site, http/www.ruf.rice.edu/
~miltonp/Plumeria/, for registration infor-
mation, or address your requests to the
attention of Sven Bors-Koefoed, Registra-
tion Committee Chair.

Proposed by-law changes approved by
your Board of directors are included in this
newsletter for your consideration. Please
review and be prepared to vote at the next
general meeting, March 10, 1998. The
major change is to have five general
meetings rather than the present four. Also
the changes include a director's liability
clause and a clause to include chapter
memberships.

| will be turning the presidency over to a
newly elected president soon. It has been

ored photographs of slides of regis=
tered Plumeria are requested from
you along with your permission to:
publish them in the Plumeria Pot-
pourri. Please give us all the nec-

Election of new PSA
officers will be held at the
March general meeting.

my pleasure
1o serve you
in this capac-
aty during the
‘past year. it

essary information so you can be given
proper credit.

Milt Pierson, Research Committee Chair,

is interested in receiving proposals from
you for suitable topical areas to add to the
body of knowledge of the Plumeria. Some
suggested topical areas are: hybridizing
techniques, cold hardy cultivar develop-
ment, etc. Limited grant funds are avail-
able for this purpose. We are also request-
ing applications for registering your out-
standing cultivars. Please visit our world

has been a gratifying experience for me to
read all of your comments and to include
as many of these as space permitied in
the Quotes and Nofes column. | was par-
ticularly pleased to see so many applica-
tions for membership and requests for
membership information from Plumeria
enthusiasts from all over the world.

As all of you know, any success that is
attributed to the president is a direct result
of the hard work of the other officers and
(Continued on page 5)
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Research Committee
Report

by Milton Pierson

This year, a new focus of the research
committee will be on uncovering some of
the more obscure details about the origins
and history of our named Plumeria culti-
vars. In addition to including this informa-
tion in the PSA newsletter, | hope to con-
tinue to add information as it is uncovered
to our World Wide Web site located at;
http://www.ruf.rice.edu/~miltonp/Plumeria/

The March 1998 issue of The 'Potpourri'
contains a color insert with a sample of the
type of information | hope to present. This
insert will, in future issues, also contain
color pictures and information about a se-
lected "Plumeria of the Month".

This year, the work and data collection will
continue on projects began in earlier years.
These projects include bud grafting, limb
grafting, girdling prior to taking cuttings, and
a seedling study. The details of each pro-
ject are located in the PSA WWW site. If
you would like to participate in any of these
projects, please let me know and we will
share ideas. | am also forever open to
suggestions about new areas to research.

| have written a new Plumeria.Care Bul-
letin this month highlighting soil mix and
container selection for growing healthy
Plumeria. This issue, Vol. 8.1, is the 13th in
the Care Bulletin series. This and all previ-
ous volumes are posted on the WWW site.

color booklet

scribed.

Fragrance

mé;;ﬁgan

Plant Sale at Hermann Park Garden
Center - June 13, 1998

Houston Yard Tour - Summer 1998

Plant Sale at White Top Pavilion in
Clear Lake - July 11, 1998

Houston PSA Social - August 1998

society

Other new additions to the web site include
a summary of the information presented in a
Exotic Plumeria
(Frangipani)", cataloging the Plumeria Culti-
vars produced by Elizabeth Thomton. The
data about each named cultivar includes;
e Name = The Cultivar Name given to the

cultivar described.
e Floret Size = The diameter in inches of
individual florets on the cultivar de-

e |Inflorescence No. = Number of individ-
ual florets open on a given inflorescence
after the initial flush of blooming.

The dominant fragrance

imparted by the flower cluster.

S
x

and Plumeria culture on the world wide information web at:

Cultural tips and hints
Plumeria sources
The history and organization of the
Plumeria Society of America

Plumeria Society WWW Site

You can find additional information concerning the Plumeria Society of America

http//www.ruf.rice.edu/~miltonp/Plumeria/

Check the webpage for the following:
A list of all currently registered cultivars
The rules for registration of new cultivars

WANTED

The Plumeria

of

America Is
looking for a
photographer
with a “good
eye’ and
macro lens to
take slide pic-
tures of
plumerias.

Must be will-
ing to travel

around Hous-

ton. There will
be a small
compensa-

tion.

If you are in-

terested con-
tact Sven

B e ir—-"5 ~

Koefoed.
Registration
Chair at 281-
996-1540.




November 20, 1997 ,
Article V. Standing Committees and Duties

Article [l

2.2 Annual Meeting - (General membership)
The annual general meeting of the membership
shall be held in the month of January™ of each
calendar year, on the second Tuesday, at 7:30 p.m.,
if not a legal holiday, and if a legal holiday, then on
the next secular day following at such time, for the
election of officers and the transaction of such other
business as may lawfully come before the meeting.
It shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Corpora-
tion to give ten (10) days notice of such meeting to
each member, by mail or telephone, to each director
not personally notified.
**Changes month from March to January.
No changes to 2.3, 24 or 2.5

2.6 Liability*™
A director shall not be liable to the Corporation or its
members for monetary damages for an act or omis-
sion in the Director's capacity as a Director, except
that this does not authorize the elimination of limita-
tion of the liability of a Director to the extent the
Director is found liable for:
a. a breach of the Director's duty of loyalty to the
Corporation of its members.
b. an act or omission not in good faith that consti-
tutes a breach of duty of the director or an act or
omission that involves intentional misconduct or a
knowing violation of the law.
c. A transaction from which the Director received an
improper benefit, whether or not the benefit resulted
from an action taken within the scope of the Direc-
tor's office; or -
d. an act or omission for which the liability of a
Director is expressly provided by an applicable
statute.™™ :
**Article added to state liability of Directors.

Article Il

3.1 The manner of electing successors to the officers

and filling vacancies shall be as follows:
1. A nominating committee shall be appointed by
the President, with the approval of the Board, prior
to the January™meeting of each year. This nominat-
ing committee shall present to the membership at its
January** meeting a slate of candidates for each
office to be filled at that time, along with a summary
of the qualifications of each nominee. Nominees
must have been members in good standing for the
past three (3) years.
2. Elections shall be held in the month of January**
of each year with the members attending such
meeting being entitled to elect the officers. Neither
absentee voting or voting by proxy shall be allowed.
** Changes month to January.

5.1

PLUMERIA POTPOURRI

Plumeria Society of America, Proposed By-laws Changes

Committee chairmen shall be responsible for selec-
tion of members from the general membership to
serve on each respective committee and each chair-
man shall submit a written report at the annual
meeting in January™ of activities during the past year
which shall be passed on to his successor.
**Changes month to January

No changes to 5.2, 5.3, 5.4

5.5

The newsletter Committee shall have the responsibil-
ity of writing and distributing to the membership a
newsletter five™times per year prior to each general
membership meeting.
**Changes four to five

No changes to 5.6, 5.7, 5.8, or 5.9

Article VI Membership,Meetings, and Dues

6.1

Membership. There are three classes of member-

ship:

6.2

1. Regular Membership (husband and wife may hold
one regular membership with entitiement of only one
(1) vote.

2. Associate membership shall be available to those
interested non-residents of Houston or its environs,
distance prohibiting them from attendance at regular
meetings.

3. Charter Chapter Membership shall be available to
those members who are also members of a duly
chartered Chapter of the Corporation.™

**Clarifies classifications of membership

Honorary Membership. Honorary membership in the

Corporation may be awarded by the Board of Directors.™

6.4

6.6

**Changes this section to eliminate Associate Mem-
bership now outlined in Section 6.1

Meetings.

There shall be five (5)™ meetings annually, the first
meeting to be held in January*™*, with additional
meetings in March™**, May***, July**** and Octo-
ber~** on the second Tuesday, at 7:30 PM unless the
date and/or the time is changed by a majority vote of
the Board.

**Changes four to five.

***Changes month to January

****changes months to reflect meetings

No changes to 6.5

Annual Dues

Annual dues for Regular Membership, Associate
Membership and Charter Membership shall be deter-
mined by the Board of Directors.**

**Removes the amount of dues from the By-Laws,
eliminating the necessity of a by-laws change when
dues are changed.
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Quotes and Notes from Coast to Coast- and Beyond!
by E.J. Lanik

This edition of “Quotes
and Notes" continues to
show the interest of indi-
viduals in Plumeria and
in joining the Plumeria
Society of America, Inc.
(PSA), although winter in
the Northern Hemisphere
is not the best season for
enjoying Plumeria.

Katherine Regoli of La
Harbre Heights, Califor-
nia writes for member-
ship information and
states “| have several dif-
ferent varieties and have them planted all over our 2
acre property. | also have many in pots at various
stages in my garden. | love them and their fragrances
and have a vase of flowers in my kitchen to enjoy
almost year around.”

Rober Jorgenson of Fullerton , California states ‘I
have had some fortune in growing three plumerias in
pots in my back yard. Two white flowered are about 5
feet tall from soil level and one pink flowered about 2
1/2’ tall.” Robert wants guidance to learn more about
Plumeria and wants information if there is a society
meeting in Orange County or elsewhere in Southern
California. :

Helena Olsen of Stockholm, Sweden writes
“Greetings from Sweden. I'm a real Plumeria lover,
and | would like to become a member of the PSA. To
me, Plumeria is the most beautiful flower in the world,
and once you have seen it, and felt the scent, you
never forget it. so, | was really happily surprised to
discover the PSA through the internet. As | do not
have my own computer at home, | am writing a
personal letter instead.” She also requests informa-
tion on becoming a member of PSA.

Kristie Button of Ocoee, Florida, writes “| am writing
this letter to inquire further about your organization. |
am an Area Manager of Horticulture at the Walt
Disney Resort. One of my areas of responsibility is
the Polynesian Resort which makes your organization
of special interest to me.” She also requests member-
ship information.

Jeanie Brereton of Chula Vista, CA writes for mem-
bership information. She states “| have started a few
cuttings with some success and some losses. | just
got the Handbook of Plumeria and found your ad-
dress. It was nice to hear of other Plumeria people out
there.”

Mike Serna of Yorba, CA writes “| have just read an
article in our Orange County Register Home and
Garden section on Plumeria. It was a very interesting

article, and | would like to know more about
them. | have over 40 Plumeria plants, and |
enjoy giving them as gifts to friends and rela-
tives that admire them when they visit us. | have
been lucky in growing them in the past but
would like to learn the right way.” Mike also
requests information on becoming a member of
the Plumeria Society of America.

R.D. McKinnon of Brisbane, Australia, writes,
“Our Botanic Gardens are very interested in
increasing our species and cultivated range of
plumerias.”

Henry Dupree of Spring Valley, California
sends an article from The San Diego Union-
Tribune and also writes that he is donating
several hundred Plumeria potted plants and
cuttings to several Marine and Naval facilities
as well as the National Cemetery in the San
Diego, California area.

The following also request information and
send fee to join the PSA: Anne Oliver of Haren,
The Netherlands, Josh Hayden of Elmont, New
York, Markku Hakkinen of Kotka, Finland, Car-
olyn Carroll of Lyndhurst, New Jersey, Darlene
Fowler, of Tampa Florida and Jan Harter of
Shrieveport Lousianna.

What’s in a Name
by Sven Bors-Koefoed

When | first started collecting Plumeria, |
really didn't know much about them. | more or
less collected anything | could find, whatever
the name. This not only increased my collec-
tion, but also my confusion when they
bloomed. As | grew in knowledge of Plumeria,
| discovered there was such a thing as a
“registered Plumeria name” for a certain plant.
This discovery assured me of joining the cor-
rect Plumeria with the right name.

No longer did | have to wait several years for
a plant to bloom to know what it really was.
Yes, | usually paid a premium price for a
registered name, but | was assured of what |
got. This is how | ended up having three P.
Aztec Gold, all with different names, when, in
reality, they were all the same cultivar. That is
why it is imperative to tell you that “what’s in a
name” is important.

Is it registered or is it a seedling?

If you want to be assured of getting the culti-
var you want, always try to find PSA regis-
tered cultivars.




The Ad Hoc
Committee to
review the
process of es-
tablishing
Plumeria So-
ciety Chap-
ters has com-
pleted its
work. Bob
Buebe, chair
of this com-
mittee, has in-
structional
packets avail-
able for those
regions inter-
ested in form-
ing a Plumeria
Society Chap-
ter under the
auspices of
the Plumeria
Society of
America, Inc.
Simply have
Yo ORISRy
spokesperson
address your
request to the
attention of
Bob Buebe,

Plumeria So-

ciety Chapter

Committee

The internet has proved to be a great tool
to share information for The Plumeria So-
ciety of America, Inc. As host of the web
site | continue to get a sizable volume of
electronic mail correspondence. My goal
is to answer all correspondence quickly
and accurately to the best of my ability.
These questions and comments come
from many areas of the US and indeed the
world. In this column, | continue to share
a cross section of the questions and com-
ments and the answers that were pro-
vided. Hopefully the questions raised and
answered here will help you further your
knowledge of Plumeria and increase your
ability to care for them wherever on the
Earth you reside. You may direct ques-
tions to me via e-mail at mil-
tonp@ruf.rice.edu if answers cannot be
found within the pages of our World Wide
Web site;

http://www.ruf.rice.edu/~miltonp/Plumeria/

Q: Subject: Re: Caring for a Plumeria in
Northern Minnesota

Hello Milton,

"My wife enjoyed checking-out your home-
page & other Plumeria sites on the Web.
She recently acquired a Plumeria while
down at the State Fair this summer. How-
ever, up here in the Northland she is
wondering if it can flower indoors & under

PLUMERIA POTPOURRI

International Committee Report
by Milton Pierson

what environmental conditions or if she
would be better off placing the pot outside
during our warmer months, (about 3).
Sincerely,"” -Mark Irving

A: Hi Mark,

"Thank you for the note. Your Plumeria(s)
will really enjoy the time outside while the
weather permits. Because of your loca-
tion, inside growing is also recommended
under strong grow lights at both ends of
the growing period. You will still need to
allow the Plumeria to go dormant for a
few months in the winter when no light or
water are needed. My sister in Red Oak,
lowa has a few Plumernia that she puts out
for the summer months as does a friend
near Des Moines, IA. The natural water of
the rain seems to do a world of good as
does the natural sunlight. Good Growing!"

Q: Dear Mr. Pierson,
"l have two Plumeria, which were kept for
two years in an office without enough sun.
As a result, the single stems (they have
not branched at all since they were ob-
tained about two years ago) have elon-
gated to about 2.5-3 feet, with leaves only
at the top 4 inches. | have now moved
them into an area with sufficient sun, and
growth of new leaves is excellent, but the
(Continued on page 7)

President

(Continued from page 1)

committees. Therefore, my sincere thanks

go to the following for their loyalty and hard
work:

e Barbara Randolph, Vice-President and
co-Chair with Wes Lorenz for plant
sales.

Jim Hill, Treasurer

Mary Lee Lanik, Secretary

Lee Jacobs, Immediate Past President
and Nominating Committee chair

e Richard Miller, Publicity Committee
Chair
Mike Welbes, Program chair
Mary Sue Lockler, Membership com-
mittee Chair

e Tom SoRelle, Newsletter Editor and
Newsletter Committee chair

e« Sven Bors-Koefoed,
Committee chair
s Milton Pierson,Research Commitiee
Chair, Intemational Committee Chair,
and Web Master
e Ann Adams, Social Committee chair
Bob Buebe, Charter Chapter Commit-
tee chair
Although space restricts me in further
naming other individuals, my sincere
thanks go to the other Society members
who have given their time and talents in
serving on commitiees and providing their
support.
Please join me in wishing the new presi-
dent, officers and board a successful up-
coming Society year.

Registration
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Membership Report

The Plumeria Society of America welcomes the fol-

lowing new members from the Houston area:
Lap Huynk, Mary Jo Walker, Becky Cummings, Brenda
Kearby, Adrianna Carrico, Kathryn Gehbauer, Jeri
Weltner, James and Marilyn Wilson, Karen Kubik,
Ralph and Kathi Coats, Dot Honeycutt, Thomas and
Mary Longbrake, E.H. and Judith Hoffing, George and
Maxine Garris, and Yia Yia Garris.
Our new members from further afield are:

Doug Wright from Costa Mesa, California

Leon Gorman from Westminister, California

Dennis and Bette Pollman from Seal Beach, Cali-

fornia

Yasushi Yamashita from Tokyo, Japan

George and Barbara Bryant from Laguna Niguel,

California

Bill Perry from Huntington Beach, California

Barbara Murray from Anaheim, California

Warren and Carol Lauterbeck from Cypress, Cali-

fornia

Frank Webber from Fullerton, California

Ro-Jean Meadows from Orange, California

Wanda Brrosher from Pico Rivera, California

The Plumeria People from Leander, Texas

Thad Clickler from New Braunfels, Texas

Carrie Lucchese from El Cajon, California

Dina Hallier from Chino Hills, California

Melvin Fadness from San Jose, California

Ross Oshiro from Los Angeles, California

Margie Inozi from Milpitas, California

Jennifer Zamodio from San Jose, California

Dee Wigney from San Jose, Califomnia

Jill Watson from San Marcos, Texas

Gary Henderson from Gainsville, Florida

Michael Flores from Ventura, California

Bob Granieri from Sierra Madre, California

A. Oliver from The Netherlands

Dianna Davidson from Van Nuys, California

Randall Gaye from Bradbury, California

Jean Buczynski from Azusa, California

Bill Dueve from Pasadena, California

Michael Hampton and James Garris from Austin,

Texas

Remember that the date on the address label is the
date that you paid your dues. Also, please remember
that all dues are due at this time. If you have questions
of corrections, contact Membership Chairman, Mary
Sue Lockler at:

The Plumeria Society of America
P.O. Box 22791,
Houston, Texas 77227-2791

Maui Mango Pie

Here is the corrected recipe from the October 1997
newsletter. Changes are in bold print.

Crust
2 cups flour
1/2 cup powdered sugar
1 1/2 stick cold butter

Cream Cheese Filling
1 8 oz. package cream cheese
1/2 cup sugar
1 tsp. vanilla extract
1 8 oz. container Cool Whip

Mango Filling
2 envelopes unflavored gelatin

1 cup cold water
1 cup boiling water
1 cup sugar
1/4 tsp. salt
4 tbs. ilemon juice
5 cups ripe mangos, peeled and diced

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. In a medium bowil,
combine flour and sugar. With pastry blender or two
knives, cut in the cold butter until the pastry looks like
small peas. Press the dough into the bottom of a 9 x
13 inch baking dish. Bake for 20 to 30 minutes. Set
aside and cool.

In a medium bowl, mix the cream cheese until it is
soft. Add the sugar and vanilla and cream well. Fold
in the Cool Whip. spread the mixture over the cooled
crust. Chill in the refrigerator for 30 minutes.

In a small bowl, pour in the cold water and sprinkle
with gelatin. Add the boiling water, sugar, and salt
and stir until dissolved. Add lemon juice and stir to
combine. Cool the mixture. Add the mangos and chill
in the refrigerator until the gelatin begins to set.
While still soft, pour the mango gelatin mixture over
the cream cheese and return to the refrigerator.
Chill until completely set. It must be completely
set before serving.
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International Report

(Continued from page 5)

long stems are still bare. | am trying to figure out
what my options are. How could | encourage
lateral growth of branches or leaves? Is it possi-
ble to cut the top off the main stem, root the cut
piece (with the help of rooting hormones) of the
stem and expect the part of the stem left with
the roots to start growing leaves because of the
removal of the apical piece?

| am in Zone 6 (New Jersey) and so | am looking
for any additional horticultural tips related to
container culture, soil to use, and particularly
winter storage (so far | have not done anything
specific to help them go dormant in the winter,

since they were completely indoors until this -

summer). Thanks." -Gregor Havkin

A: Dear Gregor,

"I am pleased to hear from you. Your plants will
branch naturally when they bloom if you keep
them in very high light or direct sunlight. Plume-
ria will only have leaves on the current year's
growth so no need to worry about bare stems.
Plumeria rarely branch naturally without bloom-
ing either. You could cut the tops off and force
new lateral growth but | do not suggest this
unless absolutely necessary.

My suggestion is to get the plant(s) as much
light as possible during the growing season in-
cluding Grow lights if indoors and the windows
do not allow Bright or direct light. The stem(s)
should thicken with time with the high light
exposure. Many growers in the Northern US and
Canada need to use grow lights to extend their
Plumeria growing season. As for soil mix, | use
a good quality packaged soil, one with a mixture
of many things, but not too much peat. | do not
know what you will find in your area. Try fertiliz-
ing with a high phosphorous-low nitrogen type
fertilizer to minimize stem elongation. Good luck
with your Plumeria. | always love to hear from
other Plumeria growers such as myself. Let me
know if I've answered your questions.”

Future Meeting Dates

March 10, 1998
May 12, 1998
July 14, 1998

October 13, 1998

Q: "Hello, | just read some of your Plumeria research and
had a question: have you or anyone in the PSA attempt a
tip grafting? To clarify this | mean either the very end of the
Plumeria branch or the last 2 to 4 inches with a v-type cut?
Does apical dominance cause this to fail or not be an
option?

One final question, could you off the top of your head put
together a list of Plumeria cultivars that are easy to grow
(like weeds) for example Celadine is an easy rooter and
grower. Paul Weissich is another vigorous rooter and
bloomer, etc. | want to try other cultivars but as a full time
student on a tight budget | don't want to have an expensive
cutting failure. Thank you for any help or a answers you
might have."

Sincerely -Kathy Mras

A: "l am sure this would be a good thing to try if not
already done. | wonder if one would need to use at least 2
or 3 inches of stem tip to keep the gene pool straight? Try
it and let me know how it works. | may try this myself also.
Cultivars that are very easy to grow in Houston include
Aztec Gold, Slaughter Pink, Compact White(J.L. Bridal
White), and any of the unnamed white, yellow, or pink
varieties. Most reds, including Hilo Beauty are fairly easy
to grow as is Kimo. In fact, the list of those that offer
difficulties is quite short, but seems to be topped by Lurline
and Paui Alii?(Angus Gold). | hope this is helpful.”

Q: "If you do not answer individual questions, sorry for you
inconvenience. If you do answer questions on plumerias,
here's mine: | live near the coast in Los Angeles and have
a Hausten White in my front yard. It's been there about 3
years and is about 2.5 feet high. This year the buds and
leaves show signs of burning, with no flowering occurring.
Is this black tip fungus or overwatering ( as my Hawaiian
nurseryman thinks )?

(Continued on page 8)

Plumeria Society of America
Officers 1997

President - E.J.Lanik
Vice-President - Barbara Randolph
Treasurer - Jim Hill
Secretary - Mary Lee Lanik
Immediate Past President - Lee Jacobs
Publicity - Richard Miller
Program - Mike Welbes
Membership - Mary Sue Lockler
Newsletter Editor - Tom SoRelle
Registration - Sven Bors-Koefoed
Research - Milton Pierson
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international Report

(Continued from page 7)
Thanks for your time." -Vince

A: Dear Vince,
"Sorry for not responding sooner. | just re-
tumed from a 3 week vacation to my home
state of lowa and found a lot of e-mail
waiting. As for your Plumeria burning, |
would have to see it to determine if it is black
tip. The Black Tip fungus is only a problem in
early spring here in Houston. Is your soil too
wet (as your Hawaiian nurseryman thinks)? If
so, let the soil dry thoroughly between water-
ing. You might try a spray of "Funginex" on
the burnt tips and leaves either early morn-
ing or late afternoon (NOT in the heat of the
day) to see if new growth
will come out OK. Good
Luck, let . me know if I've
helped.”

Q: Hi, Milt.

"I'm a member of the soci-
ety and live in Houston, al-
though | don't attend meet-
ings. | have a question for
you: | have a Slaughter Pink
which has developed a dou-
ble seed pod, that is to say,
TWO of the two-sided pods
on the same stalk. Is this
unusual? | don't believe I've
ever seen anything written
about it. Also, | have a
Plumeria | grew from seed
which has 'seersucker' leaves, and one with
variegated leaves (it hasn't bloomed yet).
And: is a 6-petaled blossom unusual?

If you have the time to respond, | would
appreciate it. Thanks very much." -Nancy
Miller

A: Nancy,

"Hi. Thanks for the note. Most of the items
you mentioned are not extremely unusual.
Slaughter Pink will commonly set multiple
seed pods as will some whites and yellows.
Some Plumeria varieties do not seem to set
seed at all. Interesting isn't it? 6 petals are
common on some varieties as is 7 petals,
however, most Plumeria flowers will have
exactly 5 petals. Leaves can be very inter-
esting on seedlings. Watch them as the plant
matures, you may have some neat plants

when those seedlings mature.

Hope this answers your questions. Ask more if you
would like. | love to discuss Plumeria and learn as
much as | can."

Q: "What | would like to know is:

1. How long do the pods take before they mature
(the pair from the white are a bright green; the pair
from the red are maroon-colored).

2. Is it too early to put them outside yet."

A: "Thanks for the note. Seed Pods on Plumeria
take approximately 9 months to mature. They do
continue to mature during the plant's rest period.
Seed pods usually become ripe and split open in
April or May for me.

| think that it is still a little early to put Plumeria out
in the Houston Area. | suggest
waiting until into the second
half of March or early April.
We have had frost even in
late March in the past."

Q: "What is the difference
between cuttings and root cut-
tings. Is root cuttings the
whole flower and cuttings just
the stem or what?" -Bret

A: Dear Bret,

"When | refer to cuttings and
rooted cuttings, regarding
Plumeria, | mean either a cut-
ting of a Plumeria tree usually
12 to 18 inches in length that
you would pot up and allow to
form roots and thus grow a new plant or a rooted
cutting which would already have roots established.
Hope this helps."
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' The Plumeria Society of America g
Inc. E

P.O. Box 22791 ;
Houston, Texas 77227-2791 E
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Plumeria PANDORA

By Milton L. Pierson and Elizabeth H. Thornton

This curiously pigmented Plumeria named ‘Pandora’ was purchased by Ken and Mary Duff
at a nursery in Houston, TX as a very small rooted cutting. When it finally bloomed for
the first time, the flowers were a dark pink mottled on a white background as shown in the
picture from page 26 of Thornton and Thornton, 1985. The second year blooms were a
solid dark pink. Unfortunately, the winter following the second blooming, Pandora rotted
from the roots up and no living tissue was salvageable. Why this striking coloration
occurred is uncertain but it may have been due to a virus hosted in this plant. This
phenomenon has been seen to a lesser degree in a few other pink Plumeria of Mexican
origin. Hopefully we will someday find another Pandora to enjoy.

Above -- PANDORA - Unusually dramatic pigmentation in this plant grown by
Ken and Mary Duff, Houston, Texas. Photo by Mary Duff.
Not commercially available.

Photo From:
The Exotic Plumeria (Frangipani), 1985, Elizabeth H. Thornton and Sharon H. Thornton,
Revised edition, Graphic Concepts, Houston, TX.

Plumeria Potpourri - March, 1998



