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THE PLUMERIA SOCIETY OF AMERICA, INC.

JULY 1995

Noftice of Meeting:

DATE: Tuesday July 11, 1995

TIME: 7:30 p.m.

PLACE: Hermann Park Garden Center
1500 Hermann Park Drive

|IPROGRAM: "Growing Bananas and Plumerias"

Message from the President
by Lee Jacobs

For most of the members of the Plumeria Society
in the Houston area, this year should by a great one
for lots and lots of plumeria flowers, since this past
winter was mild with no freezing weather.

Aztec Gold was one of the first to greet us this
spring with lots of blooms and fragrance. Louise is
now in full bloom with its rose and pink blossoms.
Kauka Wilder is beautiful with its fiery red and
yellow blossoms flashing in the breeze. Snowball,
Compact White, King Kalakaua and Honeysuckle
are some whites that are lovely now.

As I walk around my yard smelling all of the
different fragrances and looking at the different
colors of the wonderful tropical plants, I can't help
but thank the creator for his wonderful creations.
Thank you Lord.

To all of you wonderful associate members
throughout the world, who are growing plumerias,
let us hear from you. We are eager to know how
your plants are doing and which ones do the best in
your particular area. Also, we would like permission
to print your comments in our newsletter.

Floral Display and Show
by Darla Racz

All Plumeria Society members are invited to
participate in the 1st Plumeria Society Floral Display
on August 12, 1995. This event is open to the public
for free from 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM to bolster
interest in plumerias and to encourage membership
into the society.

Tables will be degignated to display different types
of arrangements, and there will be a table set up to
display photographs of plumeria. Members are
encouraged to bring blooming potted plants which
will be placed throughout the room.

The time for setting up displays will be from 8:30
AM to 9:45 AM, and the displays will be taken
down immediately after 4:00 PM. All displays and
photographs must have the owners name and phone
number secured to the bottom or back of the item.
Each participant is responsible for removing their
exhibit.

Members are needed to work different shifts during
the day. Please consider signing up at the July PSA
meeting. Each member bringing a display will
receive a gift from the society. For further
information, contact Darla Racz at 713-486-1091.
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Coming Events

July 15, 1995 - Plant sale at Clear Lake Park.
August 12, 1995 - Plumeria Society Floral and Plant
Display at the Hermann Park Garden Center.

This will be open to the public.




The Year of Plumerias
by Ray Buebe

Since last year was not the best for Plumeria
blooms, perhaps this is going to be an outstanding
one. A: of early June, the trees are still in their
winter abodes. However, it hasn't deterred their
blooming at all. The first blooms were out some
time before Easter. On Easter morning there were
trees with very large bloom heads full of flowers.
What a wonderful surprise.

One evening we were surveying the storage areas.
Wow, plumeria blossoms were everywhere. Seems
strange crawling across stored trees to retrieve
blossoms from several trees that are bare rooted.
Bob's Sunset, Missy, Slaughter Pink and Aztec Gold
out did themselves and made us proud.

We were going to a 25th anniversary and
graduation celebration the next day, so we made leis
from all these flowers. Needless to say, the
recipients were delightfully pleased and wanted to
know if they had been flown in from Hawaii.

Many of the trees have bloom stems on them.
When we plant them with the bloom stems, we make
sure to water the hole first, let it drain, plant tree,
cover with dirt and water again, The trees don't
abort the bloom stems nor do the flowers shrivel up
and fall off. The same goes for the trees that set seed
pods last year. We have had good luck with this
method..
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Emerson's Bits-N-Pieces
by Emerson Willis

Qbservations

o Some of the nicest people grow plumerias.

I'm usually enjoying my Aztec Gold blossoms
while waiting for other trees to bloom.

o I have successfully rooted many fresh-cut-tips.
Cut, apply RooTone@ and pot immediately. A
friend, David Nee, has been doing this for years.

o The fragrance of the Dwarf Singapore is almost
indescribable..so I won't even try.

s Plumeria in the Houston area apparently do not
do well in front yards. However, in back yards,
behind-tall board fences, they flourish.

o My fastest maturing cultivar to date is /ndia. 1
began rooting a single tip in March, 1994. It
doubled in length and bloomed in late August of
the same year leaving three tips. i

e Many cuttings taken on my summer of 1993
Hawaii trip are beginning to bloom. As each tree

flowers, memories rush to me, momentarily
transporting me to the island..to the spot where
my Swiss Army Knife did it's duty. The lei maker
in Hilo, the fishermen on Maui, sharing their
beautiful trees with a couple from Texas. Perfect
examples of the "Alcha Spint" forever etched
into my memory.
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My wife, Nancy, whispering those three little
words I love to hear, "Buy more cuttings".

e The pilot informing you that in a fow minutes
you will be landing in Honolulu, St. Thomas,
Caracas, or some other destination where
tropical breezes blow and the only frost you will
ever see will be on that glass in your hand.

e A beautiful sound I heard this past winter was a
man in Florida asking me if I would mind
pruning his frangipani away from his driveway
for it was soiling his car. Oh be siill, my beating
heart 111 I did not charge the fellow a thing..even
carried away the debris. (carried it about 1300

miles, in fact)

Interesting People

e Alan W. Bunch of Seffner, Florida, near Tampa,
has dubbed the plumeria grove at his nursery
"Koko Crater East". It consists of over 200 trees
ranging in height from 5 to 16 feet creating a
blaze of color, and an air heavy with assorted
fragrances. Several acres of tropical beauty with
absolutely no jet lag. Vsiting hours are 10:00
AM to 5:00 PM on Saturdays, spring through
fall. The address is 500 Grove Avenue, Seffner,
Florida 33584

Wish List

e My dream tree is one that flowers as abundantly
as Aztec Gold, has the shape of Iris Sunset, has
Donald Angus blooms the size of a very large
Moragne hybnid and has a Grove Farm Scent.
Adorn this tree with the glossy, evergreen leaves
of Mele Pa Bowman and make it hardy to at

}east zero degrees F.

Kk k kX K K k & R

Notes from the Editor
by Tom SoRelle
The newsletter is still in need of articles, growing
tips, and information about your personal plumeria
growing experiences. Send articles directly to me at
734 20th Ave. North, Texas City, TX 77590, or call
at 409-948-4243.



Registration Report
by Sven Bors-Koefoed

At our last meeting, the registration committee
discussed registering plumeria that are widely
distributed but are not yet officially registered. It
was decided that the society would accept the
responsibility for registering these cultivars. The
varieties to be registered are as follows: Aztec Gold,
Rose Red (also known as Romance Red), Snowball
(Mexican Snowball), Intense Rainbow and Dwarf
Deciduous White. If anyone in the society has any of
these cultivars blooming, please contact Weldon
Mayse at 713-723-6645 to take photographs for the
society.
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Pops Red
by Sven Bors-Koefoed

This is a story about how plumeria cultivars can be
discovered and named. When John Murray and I
were in Hawaii in 1994, we visited Koko Crater
where numerous unique plumeria are grown. A man
approached us while we were examining and
photographing the trees. He could tell of our interest
in plumeria an invited us to his home. He had just
divoreed, and was pruning his plumeria to facilitate a
move to a new location. We examined the freshly
cut bloom bracts in the flower bed and discovered a
new cultivar. To us it appeared to have a larger and
better bloom than the Dewvechelle Red. We asked
him where he had obtained it, and he said he had
grown it from seed.

We told him that since he was the originator of the
plant, he should give it a name. He originally said he
would like to call it "Blood of Chrst", but then
switched to Pop's Red. "Pops" is the political name
he uses in campaign commercials in running for
political office in Oahu.

John and I obtained cuttings, as did Jim Little so
this plant could be preserved and propagated. It will
be several years before it is commercially available.
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Plant Sale
by E.J. Lanik

The Plumeria Society Held its anaual plant sale on
Saturday, June 10th at the Hermann Park Garden
Center.

There will be a second sale on Saturday, July 15,

1995 at the White Top Pavilion at Clear Lake Park,
5001 NASA Road 1 in Seabrook, Texas. Sale times

are from 10:00 A M. until 3:00 P.M. If you have any

:

questions, please call E.J. Lanik at 813-529-7041.
We are looking for this to be our best sales year yet.
See you at the sale. '
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Membership Committee Report
by Mary Sue Lockler .

The Plumeria Society welcomes to the organization
the following new members: Bill McGahen, Connie
and Steve Maddox and Jacqueline Northcut as
Houston members. Also we are pleased to have
Bill Shumpert from Ft. Lauderdale, Florida, Sherry
Branch from Ft. Worth, Texas, Vitginia Binger from
College Station, Texas, Steven Agorastos from
Galveston, Texas, Antonio Butera from Palermo,
Italy, And George Straw from Dallas, texas as
associate members. We welcome all of you! If we
have inadvertently missed anyone or if you need to
pay dues, please send the information to Mary Sue
Lockler, 4729 Redstart, Houston, Texas 77035
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Research Report

Patch Bud Grafting Experiments
by Milton Pierson
May 21, 1995

Two plants approximately 50 cm tall, having three
branches each were used as rootstock: Cranberry
and Aztec Gold. Photos were taken to record the
following procedures with both slide and print film.

Using an X-acto knife and a rectangular (hole=1.5
cm wide x 2 cm high) template, a leaf scar was
removed approximately 25 cm down from the tip of
one of the three branches on the Cranberry
rootstock. Next a swelled axillary bud was removed
from an Aztec Gold using the same knife and
template. This Azfec Gold scion was then placed
into the rectangular hole in the bark of the
Cranberry rootstock paying particular attention to
ensure proper orientation. The scion was positioned
to insure the tightest contact at the bottom and right
hand side of the hole if there happened to be a slight
difference in size. A strip of clear cellophane box
sealing tape long enough to reach one and one half
times around the rootstock branch at the graft was
cut and a hole punched in the center of it
approximately 10 cm (2 inches) from an end using a
standard hand held paper hole punch. This tape was
then wrapped tightly around the union 7t the hole
in the tape centered over the area where the swelling
bud of the scion would break, allowing room for
free growth. This procedure was to seal the union,
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preserve moisture, and hold the scion firmly in place
while the tissues graft. Finally, the new union was
labeled for future reference.

The first Cranberry bark plug with leaf scar was
then put on the Aztec Gold scion stock and sealed by
wrapping with the hole punched tape as above as
soon as the first graft was sealed. At any one time,
the maximum number of open wounds was kept to
two or less. By placing and sealing each scion on the
respective rootstock as quickly as possible, drying of
all cut surfaces was kept to a minimum.

The same procedure was then followed to attach a
bud from Espinda to a second limb of the cranberry
rootstock. The Aztec Gold received 4 scions, Plastic
Pink, Cranberry, Dresden Doll and Daisy Wilcox.
The second Cranmberry bark plug was put onto
Espinda and wrapped with the hole punched tape
also. The 4 bark plugs removed from the Aztec Gold
rootstock were attached to the donor plants in the
same fashion. All unions were labeled for future
reference. -

Approximately 4 weeks after the scions were
placed, the limbs of the rootstock plants will be cut
off an inch or so above the grafts allowing all of the
energy of that limb to go into the grafted buds.

Bud Grafting Update June 14, 1995

This is only 3 weeks after the initial graft placement
experiments, however, the Espinda bud patch had
turned brown and shriveled and appears to have died
by this time.

Tops of the Aztec Gold and Cranberry rootstock
were cut off at a slant Sunday June 11, 1995
approximately 1 inch above the grafted patch on
each limb (at a point just above the tape). The tape
was left in place, securing the bud patches. The cut
surface was allowed to dry for 30 minutes, then
excess latex was absorbed with a paper towel
Rootone was then applied to the top cut surface and
gently worked in with a paper towel.
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News from Associates
Florida Grower's Report

Plumeria—grower James W. Van Artsdalen sends
the following report on growing plumeria at his
home in Titusville, Florida. Mr. Van Artsdalen is a
retired design engineer who now runs a wholesale
nursery with much time devoted to plumeria.

"I presently have 70 cultivars, 175 seedlings and
50 cuttings. Five of the seedlings are of cultivar

quality. My pride and joy is a flower with a
tangerine orange center, brownish beige overlapping
petals and the underside of the petals purple beige. I
also have a dwarf from seed which is now two feet
tall after three years. I hope to bring it into bloom
this year".

"All of our plants are in pots ranging from five
gallons to twenty five gallons. I mix my own potting
soil which consists of composted cow manure,
Florida peat, perlite and vermiculite to provide a
loose non-compacting soil. I fertilize my plants once
a month with 15-30-15 soluable fertilizer with
micro-nutrients and I also use Osmocote@".

"] believe black tip fungus can be contrelled by
good ventilation, and I have had some success with
Captan. Rust, which is common to Florida, can be
easily controlled by using Plantvax-75W@),
manufactured by Uniroyal Chemicals in Connecticut.
The application is one tablespoon per four gallons
sprayed once a week. There is no adverse effect to
the plant or flowers".

"I have bloomed 30% of my seedlings in fourteen
to eighteen months, 90% in 30 months. I feel that
with a temperature controlled greenhouse using
grow lights that you should be able to bloom most
seedlings in 10 to 16 months. This past year I had
several plants that bloomed on branches that were
only two and a half to three months old. I have also
found that the fresher the cutting, the better they
root. Forget producing a scar surface, at least in
Florida"!

"I have also been experimenting with shipping
flowers 1,000 miles using over night delivery, and
feel that by the end of this summer we will be able to
deliver flowers that will remain fresh for three to
four days".

"To promote early spring growth, I covered
various branches with plastic newspaper covers and
secured the ends with a twist tie. I left other
branches out in this sunshine for comparison. After
four weeks, the covers were taken off. Observation
showed that the covered tips were further along in
their development than the uncovered tips. While I
realize that it is virtually impossible to cover all of a
tree's branches, you might consider this method for
some of your most treasured cultivars

"I could go on but I feel much would be repeated. I
hope some of this may be of interest to you."



