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THE PLUMERIA SOCIETY OF AMERICA, INC.

June, 1986

Notice of Meeting

Date - Tuesday, July 8, 1986
Time - 7:30 p.m.
Place - Hermann Park Garden Center

1500 Hermann Drive, Houston

Guest speaker: Mr. Bill Adams, County
Agent, Texas Agricultural Extension Service,
will give a slide presentation and speak on a
special hobby of his -- "Floral Photography!''.
He will also try to answer any horticultural
questions presented.

ELIZABETH H. THORNTON AWARDED
HONORARY MEMBERSHIP

At the May 13, 1986, meeting of the
Plumeria Society of America, at Hermann
Park Gardens, president John Oliver
announced ..... - "For having the forethought
and determination to bring together all of us
who are interested in seeking greater know- |
ledge of plumerias -- to form a society for
that purpose -- and for her many contri-
butions since its founding, your board of
directors have voted to bestow upon
Elizabeth Thornton the rank of Honorary
Member with all rights and privileges per-
taining thereto. "

Prior to this presentation vice president,
Dave Emison, delivered a brief history and
highlights of accomplishments of the society.
An excerpt from this presentation is indi-

cative of her rights to such an honor. To quote,
'""After many months of researching, growing,
collecting and cultivating the fragrant plumeria
and with a desire to share this knowledge with
others, Mrs. Elizabeth Thornton, together
with two of her very dear friends, Nancy Ames
and Nadine Barr, drew up plans for the
formation of the Plumeria Society. Its organi-
zational meeting was held on February 27,
1979, at which time Mrs. Thornton was elected
president. '

She was re-elected for a second term in
1980 and it was under her direction that in
1982, after long hours of research and endless
correspondence, the society received official
notification from the International Society for
Horticultural Science that it had been named
Registration Authority for plumerias world-
wide.

Mrs. Thornton has authored two plumeria
publications -- The Exotic Plumeria (Frangi-
pani) 1978 and The Exotic Plumeria (Frangi-
pani) revised and expanded with Sharon H.
Thornton, 1985. She is constantly in touch
with growers around the world offering advice
when needed or discussing in general whatever
aspect of plumeria cultivation the writer may
wish.

She has developed many outstanding cultivars
of her own, a few of which are listed in the
preliminary Register of Plumeria cultivars,
And her gardens are a showplace of outstanding
varieties too numerous to mention.
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Though the rights to an honorary member
ship have been in the by-laws of the society
since its founding, Mrs. Thornton is the
first to receive this award.

The announcement included the present-
ation of a formal certificate and there was
a standing ovation by all members present.
Hearty congratulations Elizabeth Thornton! !

THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE . . . . . . .

Summer has arrived and along with it
the peak blooming season for plumerias.
Why not take full advantage of this opportu-
nity to interest others in our favorite
flowering plant?

Have you taken a blossom or two or a
handful, maybe a flower lei to your office,
friends, or neighbors lately? Do it! The
reaction is always positive!

Besides stimulating interest in others,
how about your own? Have you tried propa-
gating plumerias from cuttings or seeds? Do
it! The latter, especially, can be rewarding
because more often than not a new hybrid
will be the result. You must be patient, how-
ever. Flowers from seedlings take three to
four years on an average to bloom. The
suspense in itself is rewarding, even if the
resulting cultivar isn't always a prize winner.

The year the society was formed (1979)
we planted several seeds from the 'Tomlinson
Pink'(a gift from the University of Hawaii to
Elizabeth Thornton) and several from our
own 'Aztec Gold'. Three of the former and
one of the latter survived to adulthood. All
are different from their parentage. Not
surprising, two of the 'Tomlinson Pink!
offspring were also pink -- one, pale pink
with a peach colored center and long wide
acuminate tipped leaves; the second, a small
hot pink with orange center and slight red

striations like the parent but with short blunt
leaves. The third was pure white with large
elliptical shaped leaves with no acumainate
tip.

The offspring of 'Aztec Gold' bears a
smaller but nearly solid yellow blossom.
Unlike the parent, it doesn't fully open but
remains cup shaped. Yet it retains the
strong fruit (apricot) scent of the parent.
Last year it set seeds which are just about
to ripen.

Anyone care to try some and report on
the next generation?
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FLOWER SHOW AND SALE

All members are encouraged to participate
in the coming flower show and sale on
Saturday, July 26, at the Houston Arboretum
and Nature Center, 4501 Woodway. There
will also be a slide presentation continuously
throughout the day. Doors will be opened to
the public from 9:00a.mm. to 5:30 p.m. Those
who have volunteered to help in the early
morning are asked to be there by 8:%3"?: st to
assist in setting up and for a briefing on
sales, ticketing, etc.

LOU and LEE JACOBS are co-chairmen
of this event and they may be reached at
780-8326,

To all who are donating plants: It would
be helpful if you could get them to the arbo-
retum on Friday afternoon, July 25, between
360 and 5:00 p.m. or by 8:15 Saturday morn.
The Jacobs can take a limited supply delivered
to their home if absolutely necessary on or
before 1:00 p.m. Friday but please make these
arrangements by calling ahead of time. If
you cannot make delivery until after the doors
are opened to the public on Saturday, again,
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please call the Jacobs on this for special
delivery instructions.

We also need flowers and flower
arrangements, Be sure to mark your
container and be there to collect it at the
end of the show. A printed identification
of your arrangement will add to the display.

Many members have already been hard
at work planting seeds and cuttings, gathering
and packaging seeds to assure a successful
event. We hope we can count on all of you to
do your share. Be at the next meeting for
further details and to answer any questions
you might have.

Hello Associate Members! Why not a
weekend in Houston at this time ? Let us
know and we'll try to help you meet local
plumeria enthusiasts., Call John Oliver,
president at 713 /781 0230 or Darla Racz,
membership chairman - 713/ 486 1091,

From the Membership Committee . . . .

Welcome aboard new members: Tim and
Dianne Donaldson, Chris Roff and Steve
Moore of Houston, TX; Chris Colbourne,
Oxford, England; Barton and Margie
Griffith, Bay City, TX; Glen and Stephanie
Sunderman, Eagle Lake, TX.

Potpourri from Associate Members

TIANA HUDSON of Monrovia, CA writes:
"We have had a very mild winter (1985),s0
most of our trees and plants have retained
their leaves. With 70 some plants, we are
running out of room! Me ke aloha pumehana
(with warm love) to the members and wishes
for heaps of pua melia." From Leawood,
KS, JOYCE DEERING tells us ... "I just
yesterday gathered my first three blooms

(to my surprise) from last year's dormant
plant. Aren't they wonderful plants ?"
Dateline Hawaii, Mar. 3, from TED CHINN ..
""Our plumerias are not doing very much

right now. Many of the cultivars have dropped
most of their leaves or are in the process of
doing so. The new flush of growth will start
in April with full flowering during the summer
months.'" DICK ASHMEAD of E1 Toro, CA,
says -- ''In our area the normal flower time
is from late June thru November or early
December. This year our winter was so mild
that several of my trees have given a few
flowers (all yellows) in March and April and
several are starting to get ready in May. It
should be a banner year!''. And HELEN DEES
of Nogales, AZ, writes: 'I have 32 plumerias
now, ranging from a huge TREE to seedlings
from Hawaii, Texas and even Rarotonga. I
have eighteen named varieties. They didn't
bloom through the winter as our greenhouse
structure wasn't finished and even though it
was a mild winter, it still snowed several times
But they look gorgeous now, 10 of them are
ready to bloom. They are in the greenhouse
but we cover them with Sarlon shade cloth. I
have found that in the desert heat they look a
lot better if they receive filtered sun. Strangely
enough, though, I have had less luck with the
blooming of my Singapores than any other
variety. They have zillions of leaves but
nary a flower. Perhaps this year I'll be
lucky. The first flower set I got was on my
'Lurline'. Sooo, as you can see, you've
created a monster but I love it!!'" From
ROBERT HULL in a letter to Elizabeth
Thornton ... 'I have a tip for growers. I
have found that my tropical fish aquarium is

a perfect environment for starting seedlings.
It provides the required light, moisture and
temperature for germination. All you need to
do is float a plastic container that will hold
soil medium and large enough to let seedling
grow. Now you can enjoy both plumerias and
your tropical fish (and save money)!

Editor's note: Thanks and let us hear more.
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An Editorial . . . . "How the plumeria
touches the heart!"

Though some may take for granted this
precious flower, I treasure it beyond belief.
My pet dog sometimes looks at me rather
suspiciously while I talk and sing to my
flowers while working in the garden. They
bring so many fond memories of younger
years in Hawaii. May lst - Lei Day, boat
days at Honolulu Harbor, colorful and fra-
grant lei stands in and about the city, its
endless usein decorating for you name it, I
could reminisce endlessly but I'm not here
to do that. Rather, to tell you the joy and
happiness my garden of plumerias brought
me a little over ten days ago.

My dear sister, Hale Adcock, who is
also an associate member, was stricken
with pneumonia. Unable to fend off a highly
elevated temperature and the other effects
of this malady, she was hospitalized and for
the first five days in very serious condition.

When I was finally able to talk with her
by phone in her hospital bed, trying to be
cheery and as helpful as possible, I asked
if there was something I could send her from
Houston. Her voice, still quite weak,
answered ''mothing, thank you!'' but when I
insisted she asked softly, ''send me a plu-
meria lei''. I detected a quiet laughter;
perhaps she was thinking it couldn't be done
from this neck of the woods. So I was up at
the crack of dawn the very next day hurrying
to pick the blossoms before the heat of the
day's sun hit them. Before noon (after a
tennis match I was committed to) I was on
my way to the postoffice with a fragrant
plumeria lei -- a combination of the'Gommon
Yellow', 'Madame Poni' and a striking Pink--
boxed for delivery "express mail'" to the
hospital in Downey, CA. What a good feeling
to do this with my own hands, without the
help of Merlin Olson, and for someone very

special. She is home now and I am sending
her a package of plumeria seeds -- 6 'Aztec
Gold' and 6 'Daisy Wilcox' complete with the
materials to get the project going. I am sure
you seasoned seed growers will agree this
to be an excellent means of therapy to add
delight to the seemingly endless and boriag
days of recuperation. As a matter of fact
the package looks so intriguing I think I'll
patent it. Speedy recovery Hale! and
thank you dear plumeria!

...... Pili Oliver, Editor
(P.S.: Isn't it great to have an editor's
privilege ?)

D4 Austin American-St¢

Potted

assengers
passeng

A couple of bicyclists make®their
ay through rush-hour traffic
ingieturbed by their leafy pas-

pedgers in New Delhi, Indla.
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