THE PLUMERIA SOCIETY OF AMERICA, INC.

March, 1985

Notice of Meeting

(please note change in location)

Date - Tuesday, March 12, 1985
Time - 7:30 p.m,
Place - Hermann Park Garden Center

1500 Herman Drive, Houston

This is the first meeting of the year and as
such is the annual meeting. There will be
election of officers and presentation of
annual reports. Also a panel discussion
on cultivation of plumerias. All members
are urged to attend. Bring a prospective
member,

DUES: With the onset of the new year, it is
time to renew your membership. Annual
dues are $15. 00 regular membership; $10. 00
associate membership (individual or
husband /wife). Make your check payable to
the Plumeria Society of America and mail
to: Betty Andrews, Membership Chairman,
3733 Meadow Lake, Houston, TX 77027,
Those wishing to do so may pay same at

the annual meeting next Tuesday.

BY-LAWS CHANGE: The board of directors
have voted to amend Article VI, Sec. 6.4
Meetings, to read: There shall be four (4)
meetings annually, the first annual meeting
to be held in March, the second in May, the
third in July and the fourth in October; on

the second Tuesday at 7:30 p.m. (This is a
change from the original three meetings per
year currently scheduled in March, June and
September. )

- and -
Sec. 6.5 Quorum. A quorum for regular
meetings of the corporation shall consist of
1/3 of the individual members in good standing.
(This is a change from the original 51%)

The voting body present will be requested to
ratify the action of the board at its annual
meeting next Tuesday. Be sure to be present
should you have any question concerning the
matter.

SPRING INTO ACTION!
...... from the desk of DAVE "KAWIKA"

EMISCONGS o

All too soon following winters icy breath,
the time comes for the plumeria grower to get
those treasures out of storage and into the
great outdoors for a season of beauty in the
garden. Many things need to be done for the
plants after their long winter's nap. This
article is a reminder of some of those chores.
The plumeria is obviously a phenomenal plant
by virtue of its ability to withstand the winter
""hibernation' and then bounce back to produce
such beauty in summer. However, hardy as it
may be, it needs sorhe help. Let us discuss
some action we can take at this time of year for
best results during the ensuing months.

Upon removal from storage, observe the



plant for any damage, and come to its
assistance as needed. Broken limbs can be
cut, preferably on a bias to prevent rain
water from collecting which can cause rot.
Any areas which are subject to water col-
lection, such as previously broken limbs that
were not properly treated, should be smooth-
ed and blended. Remove old wood by care-
fully using a file or sharp scalpel.

Many growers perform necessary pruning
in the early spring when the tree is beginning
its most vigorous growth, It is believed that
it can best recover from the shock of "major
surgery'' at this time when its strength is
greatest. After required pruning, observe
the container and plant for symptoms of being
root bound. This is evidenced by roots
growing from the drain holes, visible hair
roots or a matrix like structure on the soil
surface. Also look for an ovbious lack of
weight which is due to most of the soil having
been replaced by the root system.

When plants are root bound, re-pot using
your favorite potting mix., While a larger
container will furnish more growing space,
the same container also may do after pruning
the roots. Do not be afraid to root prune,
yet, do not be too wild with the machete!
Example: a root ball 24 inches in diameter
should be pruned to approximately a minimum
diameter of 19 inches which would prevent
excess shock and still promote fantastic new
growth and vigor. Ihave had very good
results by re-potting with extra rich soil
using Bacto, sheep manure, blood meal,
cottonseed meal and a good mulch.

Then, give careful consideration as to
selection of area in the garden where the
plant will spend its summer. Choose areas
having the most exposure to sunlight so as to
increase photosynthesis and blossom pro-
duction.

Now that we have repaired limb damage,
pruned and re-potted, and selected a place
to spend the summer, it is time to make
certain the tree is secured to be safe from

toppling over in heavy winds. Small diameter
steel wire is available at hardware stores
which is excellent to use as guy wires. OIld
nylon hosiery can be put to good use tied around
tree trunk or limbs, then the steel wire can

be attached to the nylon. Nylon is extremely
strong and will not damage the tree. Guy wires
can be secured to adjacent walls, fences, or
stakes in the ground. Caution -- make certain
wires are positioned so as not to be a trip-
over hazard as they are almost invisible.

If you prefer to plant plumerias in the
ground, you are encouraged to at the earliest
time you can safely do so without the risk of
frost or excessive cold temperatures. Re-
member the earth's soil takes considerable
time to become warm enough to encourage
vigorous root growth. Many sub-tropical area
growers have reported great results with the
practice of planting their trees in the ground.

It is hoped this will be of some help to
you out there. Good luck, and may this season
be your best ever with an abundance of this
beautiful flower,

(Editor's Note: We thank Dave Emison for his
contribution to Plumeria Potpourri. Dave is
one of the leaders in the expertise of growing
plumerias in the Houston area and has been a
member of the society since its founding in
1979. Photos of his garden have appeared in
Houston Home & Garden Magazine and in

their recent publication '""Houston Garden Book ')

From Del Mar, California Thank you,
ROBERT SMITH, for the color photos of

your plumeria planted in 1 /2 whiskey barrels.
One 6' tall, the other 7-1/2' both fully branched
and loaded with blossoms. Beautiful indeed!
Will share these shots at our meeting next week,

PLUMERIAS GROW IN TEXAS STATE CAPITOL

...... an interview with associate member
STEVE LIEB on his recent visit to Houston ...

While Steve was first introduced to the
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plumeria in 1977, it was not until 1979 that
he committed to growing this plant after
making his first purchase at the annual
Houston Bulb Mart. And he has been buying
plants ever since. Most of his plants have
been purchased from local nurseries with
the exception of a few purchased in Hawaii
while on tour with the society last June.

Steve has been a member since 1980
having joined while a resident in Houston.
After moving to Austin a couple of years ago
he remained as an associate member but
continues to commute to Houston for society
functions whenever possible. He also is
active in the Hibiscus Society and the Men's
Garden Club of Austin,

Though some of his plants were left in
Houston with family and friends, he does
have twelve plants which are presently stored
in a back yard '"doll house''. Varieties in
his garden include Singapore, Aztec Gold,
Slaughter Pink, Courtade Pink, Daisy Wilcox
and the Hilo Beauty.

His potting mixture consists of sand,
peat, sheep manure and a top grade potting
soil. He has no scheduled feeding program
although he treats his plants occasionally to
fish emulsion and super phosphate. When
queried as to whether he has any particular
problems in plumeria cultivation he replied,
""'ves, one big one. Lack of sunshine in our
garden area which hampers blossoming a
great deal. I feel the real secret to en-
courage blossoming is, besides moderate
fertilization, plenty of sunshine. "

Since his basic interest in the plumeria
is its beautiful fragrance we wish him well
in finding a solution to his problem soon.
Steve would be happy to share his growing

experiences with any who might be interested,

Write him at 6507 Northeast Dr., Austin,
TX, 78723,

THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Greetings of the season! For many of us
in different areas of the country, a long and
erratic winter grudgingly prepares an exit
while spring, tentative in the robin's song
and the first green blades of grass prepares
her happy entrance. This glorious renais-
sance, a miracle endlessly repeated, awakens
in us a feeling of newness and wonder, and
of goals to be achieved.

Throughout this winter as my plumerias
stood bare and huddled against the cold,
protected from wind and freeze by the walls
of our garage, I would visit them from time
to time checking thermometers and heaters
and remembering all the colorful and fra-
grant gifts they had bestowed upon me these
many years. And so, little by little I began
to write of my experiences and assisted by
my wife, Mary Helen, who supplied line
drawings and rendered the whole into intel-
ligible English, I've completed a Handbook
on Plumeria Culture.

Yet, truly, so much more needs our at-
tention such as taxonomic studies identifying
species and parentage of hybrids, a collection
of accurate color plates to aid identification
and correct nomenclature, and continued
research on all aspects of culture by plumeria
growers everywhere. May I exhort all of you
to chronicle your experiences and send them
to the research chairman of the Plumeria
Society. This valuable documentation will
enable our fund of knowledge to grow and

improve rapidly.

I wish to thank you all for the faith shown
in me by electing me president of the Plumeria
Society of America this past year. Special
thanks also to my dedicated board of directors
whose combined efforts turned dreams into
notable achievements. It has been a chal-
lenging and deeply rewarding year for me and
I sincerely hope for all of you.
RICHARD M. EGGENBERGER

--------
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