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FINAL 1984 MEETING HELD

The last regular business meeting of the Plumeria Society
for 1984 was held on September 11, at St. Philip's Presby-
terian Church in Houston. The evening's program was
centered around an indoctrination of the society -- its aims
and purposes -- for the many prospective members in
attendance. It also included an informative question-and-
answer period on problems related to plumeria growing.
Thanks to ART USHER for the contribution of a plumeria
plant presented as a door prize at the meeting.

The society is in recess now until its annual meeting in March
1985. Notice of time and place will be sent you in sufficient
time so you can plan to attend.

THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

................... "To Sleep, perchance to dream"

As the quiet season descends and a tranquil note
enters this hurried life, we may for a moment reflect on the
gifts the flowers bring us. Season after season their joyous
renascence awakens our spirits to deeper feelings, thoughts
of beauty, harmony, the richness of the tapestry of existence.

The hues and fragrances of a million blooms that be-
deck the carpet of earth are to be treasured and so also the
devoted souls who labor to preserve and enrich this living
heritage for the future.

Even in the tropics our Plumerias now lie sleeping,
awaiting the moment when Nature will urge the flow of sap
to break again into leaf and bloom, repeating the miracle,
uplifting our hearts, inspiring us anew with wonder.

And so it is with our Plumeria Society where we
gathered in fellowship to better understand the processes of
growth and fruition in the vegetal world, a sharing of ex-
perience and a camaraderie built over long years of happy
and intimate growth with our plants. For the moment we too
are quiescent, the meetings over, the marvellous discoveries
of each new bud and bloom living memories now, the
challenges of the negative forces of Nature documented and
hopefully resolved.

In this moment between rest and waking when in anti-
cipation of the spring our joyous labor will resume, I send

you greetings and thoughts of peace, honored that we have
worked so wonderfully together and accomplished so
much in the few years since our society's founding.

As our flowers sleep then let us dream perchance
of a coming age of peace, a planet healed of strife and
earth resplendent for all time.

May health and strength and joy be ever at your
side in the New Year.

.++2-+. Richard M. Eggenberger

NEW PUBLICATION BEING PLANNED

During the past six months the board of directors have
been investigating the feasibility of publishing an annual
or semi-annual periodical that would be an informational
guide to growers and all others interested in learning
more about plumerias.

It has been suggested that this bulletin be called ""The
Frangipani ., . . . a publication of The Plumeria Society
of America, Inc.'" It would contain both practical and
scientific articles supplied by members, associate
members and well-known authorities who are active in the
field of plumeria culture,

The bulletin would be available to members as part of
their membership fee and to others at a nominal charge,
Free distribution to major arboretums and botanical
gardens throughout the world has been suggested for the
first issue and thereafter to them by subscription only.

Plans for proceeding with such a publication will be
discussed in detail at the next general meeting in March.
We urge you to attend. Bring with you your questions,
comments and suggestions or send them to the Research
Chairman, DR. KEN DUFF, 415 Shadywood, Houston,
77057,

DID YOU KNOW ?
In Sri Lanka the plumeria is known as

Temple Tree !



HOUSTON PLUMERIAS ATTACKED BY FUNGUS!!!

Many plumeria growers in the Houston area this fall
have been plagued with a new malady striking their plants.
The leaves first take on a mottled green appearance which
gradually turns yellow. Then they develop some brown
spots (dead tissue), begin to curl up slightly and finally drop
off. Observing the undersides of these leaves one sees at
first a few, and later many orangy-brown colored pinhead
sized spots which are powdery to the touch,

After several weeks of watching this unusual behavior
in many of our plants (including two evergreen Singapores),
we reached out for help to the Texas Agricultural Extension
Service through our local county agent, Bill Adams., Mr.
Adams suggested we send samples of leaves at various
stages of infection to the Plant Disease Diagnostic Lab at
Texas A&M University. We did so in mid-October and
received immediate response from Dr. Larry Barnes,
Plant Pathologist, diagnosing the problem as a rust fungus
tentatively identified as Coleosporium domingense. This is
a disease of the leaf tissue only, which becomes infected
by airborne spores that may come from as far away as
Mexico or other upwind states. The spores, Dr. Barnes
states, settle on the top surface of the leaves, penetrate the
surface, feed on the tissue and eventually erupt -- mostly
on the bottom surface -- and there release new spores to
start the cycle over again.

Dr. Barnes had several recommendations for fungi-
cides we might try to control the disease, but since none of
these had been approved specifically for use on plumerias,
he suggested a test apray program first. He volunteered
to come to Houston to perform it, if we would risk a few
plants in the interest of science and more knowledge for the
society, We readily agreed and on November 1st, Dr.
Barnes, along with Bill Adams and Rayford Kay (county
agents) came to our garden, observed first-hand the condi-
tion of all our plants and test sprayed several with two
different chemicals. Society members who were available
to witness the testing included Richard Eggenberger, Gene
Dintelman, Mary Duff and Gloria Glenney.

After twelve days no adverse effects were noted and
much drying up of the rust pustules was seen so we picked
sample leaves from the treated plants and forwarded them
to Dr. Barnes for follow-up observation on the effectiveness
of the spray treatment.

He has since reported both tests were successful; thus,
we are pleased to share his recommendations with our
readers:

1. DBeginning in June, keep 2 close watch on the
abaxial (underside) leaf surface for the first signs of any
rust pustules.

2. Once there is evidence of pustule development
begin a spray program (and repeat it every 3 or 4 weeks
until the plants go dormant in the fall).

3. Here are the recommended systemic fungicides:

Bayleton 25WP (Mobay) with an application rate of
.2 to .4 oz /5 gal. water,

Triforine FC (Ortho) with an application rate of
.6 to .9 0z /5 gal. water.

Note: At the present time Bayleton is available only in
commercial quantities thI‘ngh agricultural chemical
outlets, but Triforine is available from your local garden
center under the trade name "Funginex''. We will have
more discussion on availability of these fungicides as

the need appears next summer.

4. Thoroughly spray both upper and lower leaf
surfaces (adaxial and abaxial) to achieve total coverage,
completely wetting entire leaf to run off.

Dr. Barnes suggests that if the rust infection is
quite persistant the spraying cycle may be speeded up
but warns that excessive spraying may effect blossom
production so don't overdo it!.

Our sincere thanks to Dr. Barnes, Bill Adams
and Rayford Kay for their assistance. Their willingness
to lend a hand on such short notice and without delay is
gratifying. We would also like to ask any of our readers
who suffered the same problem to keep a record as to
what steps you took to combat it -- how many plants were
affected, location of your plants when disease was first
noticed (in the open, under bigger trees, against shrubs)
and any and all results. Hopefully, this malady will by-
pass the Houston area next year, but if it doesn't we will
be better prepared to combat the problem.

As this goes to press, the few plants with leaves
remaining which suffered the disease and were sprayed with
Bayleton have now completely recovered!

...... .+++ Pili and John Oliver

PLUMERIAS THRIVE IN NEW YORK!

Tk A wvisit, via mail, to the garden of associate
member TONY CIRRINCIONE in East Greenbush, NY

It was in 1976 on a visit to Hawaii where Tony first
saw and immediately fell in love with the plumeria. How-
ever, it was not until 1979 that he became a grower. He
presently has nineteen plants in height from six inches to
over two feet. Named varieties in his collection include
Kalakaua and Tomlinson Pink.

Tony divulges his planting mixture consists of peat
moss, potting soil, perlite, sand, bone meal and blood
meal. During the blooming period he fertilizes with a
blossom booster once a month and fish emulsion once a
week.

During the winter months his plants are stored in-
doors in a window facing southwest and, of special interest,
though cut back a great deal, he continues a watering and
fish emulsion program.

He is presently experimenting with the Bonsai method
for keeping his plants small and says although it has just
been a year it seems to be working. We anticipate hearing
more on this project as time goes by.

Next spring he plans to try a method he tried once
before which is to place pots and all in a large hole in the
ground and let nature take its course. He will use the
same regimen for watering and feeding as he does those
in pots.
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(continued from page 2)

Tony would be happy to hear from anyone who might
be interested in exchanging notes on plumeria cultivation.
You may write him at 14 Bridle Place, East Greenbush,
New York 12061,

(Editors Note: Thanks, Tony, for your letters. Your
enthusiasm and interest in plumeria cultivation is to be
admired. To be as far away as New York with less than
average weather conditions for growing this tropical plant
proves your devotion -- which should inspire all of us!)

A SPECIAL REQUEST FROM LONDON:

Associate member, D. D, MITCHELL, is extremely
interested in assembling a collection of plumeria photos.
Mr. Mitchell would appreciate hearing from anyone knowing
a source of supply for colored photos, postcards or trans-
parencies, Please write him direct, c/o A, H. Baldwin
& Sons, Litd., 11 Adelphi Terrace, London, England
WCZN 6BJ.

MEMBERSHIP RATIFIES DUES INCREASE

By majority vote the membership has recently ratified the
recommendation of the board of directors fo increase
membership dues of the society. Effective immmediately,

for all new and renewal memberships, annual dues shall be
$15 /yr. for regular members (single or husband/wf) and
$10/yr. associate membership (single or husband /wf).

This action represents the first increase since the formation
of the society in 1979,

"PLUMERIA CULTIVARS IN HAWAII'

A limited supply of this Research Bulletin 158, authored
by James Chinn and Richard A. Criley and published by
the University of Hawaii still available., This 50-page
booklet contains many color pictures identifying Hawaiian
cultivars. Price $2.25 per copy plus 90¢ postage. Send
check or money order payable to the Plumeria Society of
America to the Editor, 37 Stillforest, Houston, TX 77024,

- -

FROM THE REGISTRATION COMMITTEE:

The first formal meeting of the registration
committee was held in late August. At that meeting it be-
came evident that some research of what other horticul-
tural societies are doing procedurewise in registering
cultivars in their respective fields would be most useful
to us before formulating registration procedures for
plumerias, Also it was felt that we needed to come up
with a clear distinction between the requirements for
registering and those patenting a plant.

Committee members have been assigned these tasks
and so far some very helpful responses have been received
from The Rose Society and The American Hemorocallis
Society. The U.S. Dept. of Commerce also has supplied
some details on the patenting process.

A second meeting of the committee is scheduled for
January to begin hammering out a draft of procedures
which must cover formal registration of old established
varieties as well as newly developed cultivars of the future.

Members of the committee are DAVE EMISON, ABE
SCHONIER, JOE MINAHAN, STEVE LIEB, PILI CLIVER
(secretary), and JOHN OLIVER (chairman).

If you have any information that you feel may be
helpful to us in our work please don't hesitate to contact
any of the above. All are listed in the membership roster.
Your cooperation will be most appreciated!

© 2«4+ s+ s « AND SO TO PRESS and a recess while en-
joying the holidays which are fast approaching. We
trust those of you in Houston and other areas visited by
Jack Frost have by now tucked your plants in for the long
winter's nap.

To you in the more tropical climates enjoy and appre-
ciate your good fortune.

FROM THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS to each

and everyone of you all good wishes for a wonderful
holiday season,
Plumeria beauty!

May your coming year be filled with

OTHER THAN ITS FRAGRANT AND BEAUTIFUL BLOSSOMS

evsssssss did you know that while the plumeria is too

small a tree to have much timber value, the wood still has
been put to use. A yellow-brown with faint purplish streaks,
it is hard, heavy and compact. Craftsmen who make from
it bowls, cabinets, and small furniture find it easy to work,
lustrous and good for a high polish.

Ref.: "Flowering Trees of the Carribbean' by White




