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President’s Corner by Mark Wright, Texas (wright5447@sbcglobal.net)

First, our thoughts and prayers go out to all of 
our members affected by the recent disasters. Many 
of our members are from Texas and Florida and are 
coping with plants and lives devastated by wind and 
too much rain or salt water. Some may be coping 
with the aftermath of forest fires.

The October general meeting of The Plumeria 
Society of America is when we nominate a slate of 
officers and directors to guide us the next two years. 
All seven positions will be open for the first time in 
several years. After the ballot is filled and printed, it 
will be mailed to all members in good standing to 
cast their votes. I know the area members have been 
affected by a terrible storm with severe flooding, but 
we have no choice in the matter.

The October meeting will be our fall social and 
consist of a potluck dinner, the usual drawing for 
door prizes, and a short program. This meeting will 

be informal and, I hope, enjoyable; perhaps a nice 
diversion from the clean-up. 

Like many of you, I was saddened to hear the 
news of the sudden death of Rick Stone. Rick was 
President of the PSA from 2000–2001. He gave us 
the plumeria varieties Ammaron’s Curly White and 
Sariah’s Curly Pink. During his many travels, he 
collected varieties from the Pacific Rim and had 
some unique and beautiful trees. I remember him as 
always having time for beginners in this hobby 
(obsession?), and I will always remember his unique 
rules for growing plumeria in the Houston area.

This will be my last meeting as President. I can 
look back on my three terms as a real experience; 
for the most part a very good one. Sharon and I met 
many really good people. We made many good 
friends, and miss some we have lost. This is the way 
life is. 

Naples 16
Registered by Naples Botanical Garden

A Florida Colors seedling of Candy Stripe
Selected to commemorate the International 

Plumeria Conference (IPC), 2016

Pink Lady Bouquet
Registered by Earl Williams

A seedling of unknown origin

New Registrations



October 2017  |  www.theplumeriasociety.org |  3

by David Holloway, TexasPSA Speaker Highlights—7/11/17 
Plumosophy: “Hang Loose”—people see nature like a machine; you 
can’t control Mother Nature. Gardening is cheaper than therapy. Mike 
hand waters 200–300 plants which gives him lots of thinking time.

Presentation: Plumosophy 
by Mike Atkinson

There is no gold ring or silver bullet for growing plumeria. Plumeria want to root and seeds want to germinate. 
He spoke about the Southern California climate in the form of an old poem: “Spring is summer, summer is in 
fall, fall is in winter, winter not at all.”

The best defense is a well-established plant. He grows them in pots until they have filled a 5-gallon pot with 
roots; then they go into the ground. He does not plant in the ground past June, so they have ample time to 
get established before winter. When the temperatures go into the 30’s F., he covers the trees with blankets 
and uses Christmas lights, if needed, to keep the trees warm.

Resilient—they come from the tropics, but he mentioned he has met people from all 50 states who grow 
plumeria.

Tools—he uses a Brother® P-touch® Label Printer to do his tags. He likes the Grow More syphon mixer 
injector (16:1) for feeding his plants and a cement mixer to mix his soil.

Tips—don’t worry about leaves, don’t worry about bugs. Plant high will not die, plant low they will go—not all 
root systems are created equal. 

Fertilizer—feed your soil; happy soil = happy plants

Spring—apply Sul-Po-Mag, seaweed extract, SUPERthrive® and fish emulsion. Later on dose with Epsom Salt 
and Excalibur fertilizer.

Winter—Feed with seaweed extract, SUPERthrive®, Physan 20, and Epsom Salt. His older trees don’t get 
much food or water.

Plumeria are very forgiving—just relax and enjoy!

On the cover of the May issue of Plumeria Potpourri, Vicki Jenkins showed examples of her graftlings—
Copperhead and Scott Pratt. Fast forward to now, here are updated photos of the graftlings. Scott Pratt 
resides in Michigan now.

Graftling Update

Copperhead

Scott Pratt
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Photos—PSA Fort Bend Sale

Paula Furtwangler, Karen Abrams, Donna Croft Christy Vicky Henson, Gary LeCamu, Paula Furtwangler

George Hadjigeorge, Mark Wright, Sharon Wright 
Nancy Willis, Emerson Willis

Vicki Jenkins, Terry Harvey, 
Cindy Deluna, Denise Dawson

David Durbin, Steven Zinsmeister 
Elaine Lockwood Williams 

Photos by  
Karen Miller Abrams

Karen Babb
Donna Croft Christy

Cindy Deluna
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Helene—A Bloom Too Late by Emerson Willis, Texas

Nan and I have been visiting 
Huntington Beach, California 
every spring since 1994. Other 
than our first trip in ‘94 and our 
last trip in the spring of this year, 
do not expect me to remember 
dates or even years. It’s all a 
wonderful blur, and I wouldn’t 
have it any other way.

For most of these years we 
would travel in our motor home, 
and prior to arriving in Huntington 
Beach, we would spend time in a 
beautiful spot named the Chula 
Vista RV Park and Marina. The 
landscaping, the bay view, and 
the great people, both the fellow 
campers and the park employees, 
made this a stop to remember.

Our under appreciated and 
very capable PSA newsletter 
editor Irene Jones, upon learning 
we were camping in the area, 
suggested we meet San Diego 
plumeria society members Sam 
and Mary Peebles who happened 
to live nearby. We did and had 
many wonderful visits over the 
next several years.

Their huge yard was filled 
with plumerias, epi’s, and other 
fantastic flowers and fruit trees. 
Early on Mary gave us a potted 
Helene, later informing us it had 
won “Best of Show” two years 
running in San Diego. 

As the years and visits 
slipped by, both Mary and Sam 
began to suffer health problems. 
Every time Mary and Nan would 

talk on the phone, she would ask if the Helene had bloomed. Since it 
takes us what seems like forever to bloom a new entry the answer 
would be a forlorn no, it hadn’t.

Sam is suffering from Alzheimer’s and Mary passed away last year. 
This spring our Helene set an absolutely stunning inflorescence. The 
very large white blossoms seem to “toast” in the sun to a lustrous 
heavily veined pink. It is indeed a five star plumeria in my one star 
garden. Now I know why Mary asked. I wish I could answer, “Yes, Mary. 
It has finally bloomed and it is much more than one could ask for.”

This photo was taken at the Outback in San Diego, April 12, 2012. Left to right: 
Mary Peebles, our editor Irene Jones with her husband Dale, Nancy and 
Emerson Willis, Sam Peebles
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The Helene flower was named by 
Mary Peebles for her friend 
Helene who brought the cutting 
back from Hawaii many years 
ago. When the tree took a turn for 
the worse, Mary and Sam 
rescued a large branch and 
planted it in their yard. 

Mary and Sam Peebles had 
Helene registered with the PSA in 
2014. 

The Helene flower is very large and gets darker with age rather than fading out to white.

For many years Mary and Sam were active with the Southern California Plumeria Society (San Diego) and 
participated in cutting and plant sales.  Photo left to right: Sam Peebles, Mary Peebles, Ampol Orrungroj

For three years a serious malady has been 
afflicting plumerias, mostly Plumeria rubra, with 
increasing frequency and severity in Southern 
California. It is likely the greatest calamity to strike 
these plants in their history in California. We 
determined that a leafhopper, likely Steven’s 
leafhopper (Empoasca stevensi), is responsible for 
the damage. We have provisionally called it 
“Tentative Steven’s Leafhopper” (TSL) and are 
awaiting official identification from the Systematic 
Entomology Laboratory (U.S.D.A.) in Maryland.  

The TSL causes a suite of symptoms called 
“hopperburn” on plumerias, including yellowing of 
the leaf margins with the yellow area eventually 
taking on an orangish, reddish, pinkish, or bronzy 
hue (Fig 1). This affected area might even turn 
brown as if scorched. Lateral veins on the lower leaf 
surface sometimes turn pink. Small, white spots 
composed of the plant’s milky sap usually can be 

Fig 1: The TSL causes a suite of symptoms called 
“hopperburn” on plumerias, including yellowing of the 
leaf margins with the yellow area eventually taking on an 
orangish, reddish, pinkish, or bronzy hue (D. R. Hodel).

by Donald R. Hodel, Linda M. Ohara, 
Gevork Arakelian, Southern California

Pest Alert: Leafhopper Is Causing  
Serious Damage on Plumerias  
in Southern California

seen on the lower surface of the leaves and mark 
wounds made where the leafhopper fed or deposited 
eggs. Other symptoms of TSL damage include 
interveinal puckering, which gives the leaf blade a 
corrugated appearance, and a strongly downward 
curved leaf tip, which appears like a sickle or bird’s 
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Fig 2: Other symptoms of TSL damage include inter-
veinal puckering, which gives the leaf blade a corrugated 
appearance, and a strongly downward curved leaf tip, 
which appears like a sickle or bird’s beak (D. R. Hodel).

beak (Fig. 2). Leaves can take on a somewhat 
shriveled appearance and/or senesce prematurely. 
Inflorescences, which normally produce flowers 
throughout the growing season, cease to produce 
flowers or do so at a much reduced rate. 

The TSL likely has the potential, like most other 
leafhoppers, to vector pathogens that cause 
diseases. Steven’s leafhopper is a known transmitter 
of bunchy top disease of papaya in the Caribbean 
region. Fortunately, tests of symptomatic plumeria 
leaves heavily infested with TSLs in Southern 
California have so far been negative for diseases.

Adult TSLs are light green, slender, about 
one-eighth inch long and are typically found on the 
lower leaf surface, but in heavy infestations can also 
be seen on the upper leaf surface. They dart quickly 
off and back onto the leaf when disturbed. On the 
leaf surface they frequently move sideways with a 
characteristic, crab-like motion.

Management strategies would include pest 
exclusion, sanitation, encouragement of natural 
enemies, proper culture (especially irrigation), and 
judicious use of pesticides.

As we await official confirmation of the identity 
of the TSL, we have published a comprehensive, 

copiously illustrated paper in the free e-journal 
PalmArbor about the symptoms, identification, and 
management of this serious pest of plumerias.  
http://ucanr.edu/sites/HodelPalmsTrees/
files/268897.pdf

Donald R. Hodel is the landscape horticulture advisor 
for the University of California Cooperative Extension 
in Los Angeles. drhodel@ucanr.edu.

Linda M. Ohara is a biology sciences lab technician 
at El Camino College in Torrance, CA, a horticulturist, 
and a former nurserywoman. lohara@elcamino.edu.

Gevork Arakelian is the entomologist with the Los 
Angeles County Agricultural Commissioner/Weights 
& Measures in South Gate, CA. GArakelian@acwm.
lacounty.gov.

Acknowledgements
We thank Richard Criley, Desmond Ogata, and Dick 
Tsuda, all of the University of Hawaii, who provided 
information about Steven’s leafhopper in Hawaii, and 
Allesandra Rung of the California Department of 
Food and Agriculture in Sacramento, who is working 
to confirm the identity of the TSL. The South Coast 
Plumeria Society funded disease testing of plumeria 
leaves.

Reduced leaf and inflos in the canopy

Leafhoppers—1/8” long

http://ucanr.edu/sites/HodelPalmsTrees/files/268897.pdf
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by John Tarvin, Southern CaliforniaMy Plumeria and Plant Journey

My interest in propagation of plants started at 
the age of 25. I was first interested in anything that 
looked tropical. I joined the local palm society and 
started importing palm seeds from around the world. 
Over the next 25 years, I studied palms and was 
successful in propagating and distributing 350 
varieties of palms. 

During this time period, I landscaped my 6,000 
square foot residential property. I was always looking 
for new plants to add to my collection. One day I was 

driving to the beach to go surfing, and I saw a plant 
with nice looking leaves and yellow flowers hanging 
over a fence. I turned around and drove back. The 
property behind the fence was a small flower 
nursery. I asked about the plant and found out that it 
was a plumeria. I got a cutting and instructions and 
started my first plumeria. That was 22 years ago. 

My first plumeria was a yellow and white noid. 
Over the next year I collected a few plumeria plants 
but only one with a name, Kaneohe Sunburst. One 
day one of my city employees approached me and 
said he had met a man at a square dance club who 
had a lot of plumeries. I asked my friend if he could 
introduce me to his new friend. He said sure and told 
me he lived less than a mile from my house. The 
man I met was Bud Guillot. If you know Bud, or know 
of Bud, you probably know the rest of my story. 
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Through the generosity of my best friend Bud 
Guillot and members of the South Coast Plumeria 
Society, I now have about 60 or 70 plumeries in the 
ground and a couple of hundred in pots—many are 
seedlings both in ground and in pots. I have over  
50 seedlings that have flowered that are numbered 
and six that are registered. I also still have a lot of 
palms which gives my garden the tropical look I love. 

I have experimented with many fertilizers. The 
one that works best for me is Best® 6-24-24 XB+ 
applied on the soil surface every 4 to 6 weeks. I also 

apply K-Mag®, 
time release 
magnesium, in 
early spring and 
late fall to prevent 
cold damage in 

the winter. I fertilize from May to October. I also 
mulch my beds with well-composted organic 
material every other year.

My seedlings require more nitrogen. For 
seedlings I use Grow More 20-20-20 water soluble 
at half the recommended rate—1 tablespoon per  
2 gallons of water, once to twice per month. I also 
use K-Mag® spring and fall on the seedlings. 

My soil mix is one that I have used for many 
years. It consists of pumice, well-composted garden 
mulch, medium ground redwood, in equal parts, and 
one-half part washed sand.

For my seedlings, I use 2 parts E.B Stone 
organic garden soil, mixed with one part pumice. 
This is used for plants up to two gallons and then 
changed to the mix above for five-gallon plants.

For rooting, I prefer to use stretch wrap for two 
weeks on a heat mat at 80 degrees F., and plant in 
two-gallon pots with my normal soil mix.

I do not try to protect my plants from heat and 
cold. I believe in the survival of the fittest. If plants 
are too sensitive, I do not want them in my 
collection. I have not lost many over the years.

Most of my time is spent on growing seedlings. 
I love to grow seedlings and develop new and better 

plumeries. I grow about 300 new seedlings each 
year. I cull the 300 out to about 100 plants and grow 
them in one-gallon pots for one year. After one year, I 
cull again and grow the ones that I have chosen until 
they bloom. It takes about 3 to 5 years for most 
seedlings but up to 15 years for some. Growing 
seedlings is a labor of love and not for everyone. I 
have written several papers on growing seedlings. I 
think some have been in your past newsletters. 

When growing seedlings, I only grow seedlings 
from plants that I know their history. My favorite 
seed parent is Thornton’s Maverick. I also grow 
seedlings from other Thornton plumerias. My second 
most favorite is Sally Moragne and many of the other 
Moragne plumerias. 

I have been a member of the South Coast 
Plumeria Society since its start in the late nineties. 
So far it has been a great journey. 

Tarvin’s California Gold, seedling of Maverick
Best Seedling 2017, South Coast Plumeria Society

Tarvin’s Serenade, seedling of Maverick 
Best in Show 2017, South Coast Plumeria Society
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Caldwell Nursery
2436 Band Road, Rosenburg, Texas 77471

Phone: 281-342-4016 — email: salvia 123@emsn.com
1 mile west of Ft. Bend County Fairgrounds off Hwy. 36
(take US 59 South to Exit 36, left on 36 to Band Road)

website: www.caldwellhort.com
Great Selection of Plumeria, DAYLILLIES, ROSES, UNIQUE 

and RARE TROPICALS and OTHER PLANTS
HOURS: 9:00–5:30 MONDAY through SATURDAY
CLOSED SUNDAYS EXCEPT SPRING 11:00–4:00

OVER
       VARIETIES

OF PLUMERIAS
AVAILABLE

40

P.O. Box 9868, New Iberia, LA 70562-8868

www.stokestropicals.com
Phone: 1-800-624-9706   FAX: 1-337-365-6991

T R O P I C A L S

Southwest Fertilizer
BOB PATTERSON

5828 Bissonnet
HOUSTON, TEXAS 77081

TEL: (713) 666-1744     FAX: (713) 666-8108
VISIT US ONLINE @ YARDGEEK.COM

10% DISCOUNT for PSA Members

Sacred Garden
Frangipanis

Australia’s best range of Frangipanis
Specialist breeders, named varieties & rare species

Bare rooted plants carefully packed for
mail order worldwide

For a full color catalogue send 4 x 50¢ stamps to:
132 Silver Valley Road MS 415 Mount Garnet QLD 4872

Int. +61 7 4097 0065 Ph/Fax (07) 4097 0065

Email: prowsesa@cairns.net.au
Website: www.sacredgardenfrangipanis.com

Scarlet Knight aka Wildfire
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http://www.thePlumeriasociety.org

Our new website is easier to navigate and to find information about plumeria care, cultivar registration, society 
news, events, and much more! Since the website is new, please check for updates and to see added features 
such as the flower identification database and a members only newsletter archive! Below is the current MEMBERS 
ONLY login and password information that will be needed to access the website’s newsletter archive.

Log in: psamember          Password: Scottpratt93
Twitter feed: @Plumeriasociety

PSA Calendar—2017

January 10  .......................................................meeting
March 14  .........................................................meeting
May 9  ..............................................................meeting
June 10  .................Show & Sale I (Seabrook/Clear Lake)
July 11  .............................................................meeting
July 22  ......... Show & Sale II (Fort Bend County Fairgrounds)
October 10 ....................Fall Social (potluck) and meeting

•	Meetings are held at Cherie Flores Garden Pavilion, 
1500 Hermann Drive, Houston, Texas 77030. 

•	Meetings	begin	at	7:30	p.m. You’re welcome to come 
30–45 minutes before the meeting for snacks and chat.

•	We	have	a	raffle,	guest	speakers,	and	more.	Please	join	
us to learn more about plumeria care and collecting.

•	Non-members	are	always	welcome!

•	Bring	your	blooms.	Bring	your	friends.

•	Bring	plants,	cuttings,	etc.	for	door	prizes!	These	can	be	
anything, not just plumerias.

Joining the PSA ...
www.theplumeriasociety.org

Click on “Join the PSA” tab at the top  
of the home page.

To join by mail, select PDF.
To join online, select Online Form (Paypal).

When joining by mail, send a check to:
The Plumeria Society of America, Inc.

P.O. Box 22791 
Houston, TX 77227-2791, USA

Dues are $25 per year

When does your PSA membership expire?
Your newsletter envelope mailing label has 

your membership expiration date

Purpose of The Plumeria Society of America
1. Promote interest in and increase knowledge of plumeria 

hybridization, propagation, and culture of plumerias.

2. Share this knowledge with hobbyists interested in 
plumerias.

3. Provide a register for recording, identifying, and 
classifying by name new types and varieties of 
plumerias.

4. Encourage and unite plumeria enthusiasts around the 
globe, throughout America, and across the seas.

PSA Officers/Committee Members—2017

Mark Wright wright5447@sbcglobal.net
 President  281-438-3653

James Goodrum j_r_goodrum@yahoo.com 
 Vice President & Membership 281-799-0327 

Karen Babb kbabb4@comcast.net
 Secretary  713-721-4197

Bob Arend    arendbob@gmail.com
 Treasurer 936-321-5151 

Bryan Holland obryanholland@verizon.net
 Director 

Sofia Campbell sofia.campbell@comcast.net
 Director  713-668-5406

Trish Weeks marinertw@comcast.net
 Director  

Mark Wright wright5447@sbcglobal.net
 Registration  281-438-3653

Jeff Timme jeff.timme@gmail.com
 Webmaster 281-996-8427

 Open Position 
 Research  

Trish Weeks marinertw@comcast.net
 Publicity  

German Collazos german.collazos@toshiba.com
 Plant Sales 713-896-5500 x2539

Irene Jones ijplume@sbcglobal.net
 Newsletter 760-436-6885



Raspberry Sundae

Sorbet Ripple

Teufel (Kukiat)

George Brown

Vajrayana (Kukiat)

Kimo

Show Off (JL)Queen Kapiolani (JL)


